Confirmation Examination         The Three Articles of the Apostles’ Creed
The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed

1. The First Article is about the Father

How many articles are there in the Apostle's Creed?

What are they about? 

What is the First Article and its explanation?

2. The only real God that actually is alive and not imaginary is the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

How many God's are there? Describe the Trinity

3. The world was not created, it evolved over millions and billions of years. This is false. The teaching of evolution is an unproven theory and has never been supported by any actual facts. 

How long did it take for the world to evolve?

Isn't evolution a fact?

How long has the world existed? 

4. God is the Lord and ruler of the universe. After all, he made it!

5. God preserves us by keeping us alive and providing us all we need to keep our body and life.

6. God gives us food and clothing because he is good and gracious, and not because we have earned or deserved it. 

7. Why does God give us food and clothing and work where we can earn money to live?

8. The special creatures our heavenly Father sends to protect us are his angels. 

9. The first to disobey God's will: the Devil and his evil angels. 

10 The Devil and his angels are real spiritual beings who were created good, but later fell into sin, and now are enemies of God and all people.
11. God's beautiful creation was ruined by Adam and Eve when they fell into sin. They ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
12. The cause of all sin and evil in the world is the Devil and Adam and Eve. 

13. From Adam we inherit our sinful nature.
What do we inherit from Adam?

14. Ever since the fall into sin, all people are born with completely sinful hearts and can do nothing which is pleasing to God and are condemned to eternal death. 

How good are we before baptism or before becoming Christian?

15. Since the Fall, all people are by nature completely dead spiritually, which means that they are unable to do anything which is good and pleasing to God. 

If God were fair, where would everyone go after death?

16. The penalties for disobeying God's will:



  
Physical Death, Spiritual Death, Eternal Death. 

17. We are Christians. We can never obey God's will perfectly.
18. How many people disobey God's will?  Everyone. 

19. According to this, how many people are going to heaven? No one. 

Is it fair that anyone goes to heaven? No, everyone should go to hell.
How did God work that out for you?

What do you have to do to get to go to heaven? Nothing. The Holy spirit brought me to faith in Jesus as my Savior.
20. Where is there rescue or help for us? Jesus Christ Saves Us. 

21. God didn't destroy the ruined world and start over again because in his gracious love he chose to send Jesus to save the world from the results of Satan's work.

22. How many people had their sins paid for by God's Son? Everyone.
Can you know for sure that you are going to heaven? Yes. 1 John 5:13 – These words are written for you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life.
How can you be sure? Because Jesus really did pay for my sins.
23. We can know for certain that we are going to heaven. And God wants us to know.
24. What are the some of the creeds we believe? Apostle's Creed, Nicene Creed, Athanasian Creed, Luther's Small Catechism and more. 

25. The Law tells us what we must do, and shows us our sin and the punishment for sin, while the Gospel tells us what God has done to save us through Jesus our Savior, and all about the free gift of eternal life in heaven.

What is the difference between the Law and the Gospel? 


Law: what we have to obey.

Gospel: that Jesus obeyed for us so we can go to heaven for free!
26. A creed is a statement of what a person or a group believes and teaches.

27. We call it the Apostles' Creed because it states what the Apostles taught and believed as the Bible shows.

28. Since God has done all this, we should gladly thank and praise, serve and obey him. 

The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed

Can you recite the 2nd Article with its explanation?

1. Jesus is true God.
2. Jesus is true man.

3. Jesus' Father was God.

4. Jesus' Mother was Mary.

5. If you really are a Christian, you believe that Jesus is and Man in one person.

What is unique about the person of Jesus Christ? (4)

6. Jesus had to be true man so he could be our substitute, and so he could suffer and die in our place.

7. Jesus had to be true God so his keeping of the law and his death would be enough to give eternal life to all people.

Why did Jesus have to be God and man in one person? (2)


God – so his payment for sin can cover all people’s sins.


Man – so he could live in our place, and die to pay for our sin.

What are the 3 things that Jesus came to do?

8. As a prophet, Jesus told us what the Father wanted us to hear.

9. As our Priest, Jesus sacrificed himself for the sins of all people.

10. As our King, Jesus won the victory over sin, death and the Devil, so he can rule our hearts.

11. Jesus always existed as the true Son of God.

How long has Jesus lived? (2)

12. Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean "anointed."

13. The ransom price Jesus paid to redeem us and set us free was his blood and suffering and death.

14. Jesus freed us from suffering death separation from all the blessings of God) in hell forever.

15. Christ's "humiliation" means he set aside the use of his heavenly power so he could live and die in a lowly way. 

What does the Apostles' Creed tell us about the humiliation Jesus went through?

What does it tell us about the exaltation of Jesus?

16. Physical death is separation of the Body from the enjoyment of any physical blessings of God

17. Spiritual death is separation of the soul from enjoying any spiritual blessings of God.

18. Eternal death is separation of body and soul from all blessings forever.

19. The most important truth in the Bible is that every sin has been paid for, including all unbelievers' sins.

20. Any church which teaches that we must save ourselves by our own good works has ruined the most important truth in the Bible, that Jesus paid for all of our sins for free. 

What is the most important teaching of the Bible for you?

How can churches ruin that teaching?
21. Christ's "exaltation" means when he again made full use of his heavenly power. 

22. Jesus' resurrection shows us our sins really are paid for, eternal life is ours!

What is the meaning of Jesus' resurrection for you? (5)


Proves he is God

Broke the power of death


We will rise at the end of the world.


Shows we are justified


We walk in newness of life now.
[Jesus really did succeed in paying for our sins, there is life after death, Jesus is able to keep his promises to us because he is still alive, Jesus is God, eternal life is ours.]
23. Jesus will return to judge the world, but no one knows when he will return.

24. The Second Article talks about Jesus. 

25.”Jesus' is Lord” means Jesus is God, the same God who appeared to Moses at the bush.

26. Redemption means Jesus bought us back from sin by his life and death given for us.

27. Jesus' exaltation began when he descended into hell. 

28. Resurrection means Jesus rose again from the dead.

29. Justification means Jesus makes us just, or righteous, by his life lived in our place.

What does it mean that you are justified? It is just-as-if-I-had-not-sinned.
30. Jesus went to hell to preach, not suffer. He finished suffering for our sins on the cross. 

31. I am going to heaven because I believe in Jesus alone for my salvation. 

The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed

What is the 3rd Article and its explanation?

1. The Bible teaches that the redemption won for us by Christ has been given to all people. God has declared all sins forgiven. We do not have to live a good life to go to heaven. But because we love Jesus, we will try our hardest to stop sinning and do the right things.
Since all your sins are paid for by Jesus, why don't you go ahead and sin all you want?

It wouldn’t be right.


One of the ways we worship God is by trying not to sin.


That’s how we show we love Jesus.

2. Our natural spiritual condition when we are born is that we are spiritually dead in sin, spiritually blind, under the power of Satan, and enemies of God. We are completely unable to believe in Jesus or come to him by our own thinking or choosing.

Can you make yourself into a believer whenever you want? Why not? (4)

3. A person comes to believe in Jesus only by the work of the Holy Spirit.

How do you come to faith? 

4. The Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost is the third person of the Triune God.

5. We believe that the Holy Spirit is God because the Bible calls him God, and shows us that he has the characteristics of God, and he does things which only God can do.

6. The work of the Holy Spirit is called sanctification. To sanctify means to make holy. He brings us to believe in Jesus and use our life to serve God's purposes.

What is the work of the Holy Spirit? 

He gives me the gift of spiritual life so I am a believer, he inspires me to live a holy life and love God, he guides me in how to live in a way that pleases God and gives me the strength to do it, he opens my understanding of the Bible, he gives me the forgiveness of Jesus, he keeps me in the faith.  

7. The Holy Spirit uses three things to make people holy: the Bible, Baptism, and Holy Communion. These are the means of grace. 

Since the Holy Spirit uses the Bible to keep our faith strong, we should read it every day and go to church at least once a week.

What are the three tools which the Holy Spirit uses to do all this?
What is the other work of the Holy Spirit? What doers he use to do this?
What if I walk away from God's church and don't come back? (2)

8. When the Bible says a person is regenerated, it means that he is born again as a child of God – he is filled with a new spiritual life of faith, so that he has a new understanding of right and wrong, and a new desire and strength to do what is pleasing to God.

9. Pentecost is a festival held 50 days after Easter. It is the birthday of the New Testament Church, which we are in. It could be called Holy Spirit Sunday.

10. A demon is an evil spirit or a devil. He has no human body.

11. When the Holy Spirit enlightens us with his gifts, he brings us out of the darkness of unbelief into the light of faith so that we now see all the gifts God gives us in Christ. The most important gift is forgiveness, with its accompanying peace, joy and comfort.

12. The Holy Spirit leads you to hate sin and to be eager to live a holy life filled with good works. The reason we are glad to do good works is to show our love and thanks to God for all his goodness to us.

13. Whatever a believer does that is in agreement with God's word out of love and thanks for all of God's goodness is considered by God to be a good work. 

14. Our biggest problem in doing good works is the devil, the world, and our own sinful nature try to weaken our faith and keep us from doing good works. An unbeliever is not able to do any kind of a good work in God's sight.

15. When the Bible says that we are justified, it means that God looks upon us as people who are perfectly holy, even though we still sin.

16. The Holy Christian Church is made up of all people who believe in Jesus as their Savior. 
Saints are all people who believe in Jesus' sacrifice to take away their sins and make them holy.

17. The Christian Church is called the communion of saints because by faith in Christ the Holy Spirit gathers all believers into one spiritual body.

18. The Church is invisible because only God knows who is really a member, that is, who has a correct belief in Jesus alone for their salvation.

19. The Church can be found where the Bible and the Sacraments are in use. That's because that's what the Holy Ghost uses to make people into believers, and keep them in the faith.

20. A church with a small "c" is a group of people gathered around the Word and Sacraments. Not everyone in a church is usually going to heaven. 

21. Before you join a church, God wants you to test it very carefully to see that it holds to God's pure Word or whether it allows anything false to be mixed together with his Word.

What have you discovered about the teachings of this church?

22. God's rule is that we are to join in fellowship with all Christians who are faithful to God's pure word. 

23. Joining in fellowship means worshipping and studying God's word regularly together, praying with and for each other, working together to help parents teach God's pure Word to their children and to spread the Gospel to all people everywhere.

24. God forbids us to join in fellowship with anyone who persists in mixing anything false with God's Word. This includes joining false churches, some lodges like the Masons and Shriners, and Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts.

What is Christian fellowship?

Who are you in fellowship with?

25. The Bible describes God's forgiveness by saying that it is like a judge in a courtroom who tells a criminal that there is no longer any charge against him and so declares him innocent, or not guilty of any sin. This is justification
26. God can forgive us because Jesus took all our sins upon himself as our substitute and paid in full for all we did wrong.

27. When were your sins declared paid for? At Jesus' resurrection.
28. A common error in Christian churches today is refusing to accept the perfect righteousness which God has given in Christ, and trying to earn our righteousness before God by doing good works. This is a false teaching that robs people of salvation.

29. We still need forgiveness daily, because our sinful flesh and sinful nature lead us to sin many times every day.

How often do you sin?

What is the solution?
30. When a person dies, the body is buried and decays into dust, while the soul goes either to hell to be with the devil or to heaven to be with God.

31. Resurrection of the body means the same bodies which died and were placed in the grave will be brought back to life and the soul will be put back in.

32. The unbelievers who rejected Christ during their lives will be sent to eternal death and everlasting punishment in hell.

33. When our bodies are raised, they will be glorified, like Jesus' body was when he was raised. 
We will be clean of all sin, and we can live with Christ in glory and joy forever.

34. Reconcile means to make friends again. Jesus made us friends with God by taking away our sins! Be happy!

Baptism

1. The means of grace are the Bible, Baptism and Holy Communion. They are like a water pipe that brings us water. They bring us God's grace.
2. A sacrament is a sacred act started by Jesus himself, empowered by God's Word, and using an earthly element, which offers, gives and seals to us the forgiveness of sins, eternal life and salvation. There are two of them, Holy Communion and Baptism.

3. Through God's Word in baptism the Holy Spirit creates faith in our hearts, so we trust God's promise of forgiveness and salvation and enjoy the blessings of baptism. 

What does God do in Baptism? (4) He creates spiritual life and faith in our hearts, strengthens our faith, forgives all our sins, seals us into his family.

4. Jesus started or instituted baptism when he gave the great commission, commanding his followers to baptize all nations in the name of the 

Triune God.

5. The word baptize means to wash something with water. The word baptism is used in the Bible for baptism, and for washing hands, dishes, pots, pans, kettles. So the word baptism does not always mean immersion all the way under the water, as the Reformed churches teach. The Reformed churches reject infant baptism, and require people to be baptized over again as adults. Instead of realizing the blessings God gives in Baptism, they believe they are doing something for God when they are baptized, namely making a confession of faith. 

6. Why do we baptize infants? 

We baptize infants because Jesus commanded us to baptize all nations, and infants are a part of a nation. Also in Colossians 3:16, baptism replaces the Old Testament circumcision, which God gave to make children his people when they were 8 days old. Children need baptism because they are sinful from the time of conception, and need salvation. People are by nature rebellious against God and proud, not realizing their need for a Savior. 

What does the word Baptize mean?

How old should you be before you are baptized?

How old was the equivalent sacrament done in the Old Testament?
7. Although they are not in the Bible, a witness of the baptism can be anyone the parents choose, and can tell the child in later years that they were indeed baptized with water in the name of the Triune God. A sponsor also prays for the child, does all they can to help the child grow in faith and become a better Christian, and encourages the young adult to continue worshipping in God's house. They need to be WELS so they can also assist in Christian education and training in the WELS, especially if the parents die.

8. Sacred means holy, set apart for God's use. 

9. What does baptism do? Baptism gives us assurance that we are God's children, our sins are forgiven, and we are going to heaven. One baptism is all we need for life. Salvation is only lost if we turn our back on God or on his salvation. This is done by not coming to church or by being a hypocrite. 

Makes us clean from sin, makes us holy, brings our soul to life.
What is the only way for you to go to hell once you have become a Christian?

10. Baptism is a washing of rebirth because in baptism we are born a second time, our soul becomes alive in God by the Holy Spirit's work. He creates spiritual life in us and makes us children of God. 

11. Our sinful flesh is called our old Adam because we inherit it from Adam. Baptism breaks the power sin has over us, so we are able to not sin. We can drown our old sinful Adam every day by being sorry we have sinned, believing in God's forgiveness and asking the Holy Spirit for strength to do what God wants us to do.

12. Our new man in us, born is baptism, is the new spiritual life the Holy Spirit created in us. Our New Man daily desires to live a holy life because we have received so many wonderful blessings from God though our baptism that we must want to thank him with our whole life. Our New Man fights against our old Adam every day.

13. Contrition is feeling very sorry for your sins. and fearfully realizing the punishment you deserve.
14. When an adult is baptized, they are sealed into the family of God, given forgiveness of sins and strengthening of their faith. They already believe before they are baptized.

15. The grace of God means his undeserved love which provides free forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for all people. 

16. The part of the Bible that tells us about God's grace is the Gospel.
HOLY COMMUNION  

1. In Holy Communion we receive the body and blood of Jesus along with the 

bread and wine.
What are the four things we receive in Holy Communion?

2.  You are unworthy to receive Holy Communion if you don't believe you really receive Jesus' body and blood.

If you are particularly sinful, does that make you unworthy of receiving Holy Communion? (5) [No, Communion is medicine for sin. It takes away our sin. As long as we repent and are trying to do what is right, Communion is what we need for strength to stop sinning. What makes us unworthy of Holy Communion is if we don't believe we actually are receiving Christ's true body and blood in with and under the bread and wine.]
3.  We also receive the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ and God, and 

unity with the other Christians we commune with.
4.  This sacrament gets its power from God's word which is used in the Sacrament: "Given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins."

How can a little bread and wine do such powerful things?

The power is in God's word we use in Holy Communion.
5. Holy Communion was started by Jesus on the night before he died.

6. The idea that the bread and wine only symbolize the body and blood of Jesus is the teaching of the Reformed churches, but Jesus said that they are his body and blood.

What is the teaching of the Catholic churches about Holy Communion?
Transubstantiation - that the substance goes across from bread to body, and there is no longer any bread there. The same with the wine.

What is the teaching of all the churches besides Catholic and Lutheran?

            Symbolism - that all you receive is bread and wine or grape juice – they don't believe Jesus' words, "This is my body given for you."
7. The idea the bread and wine are changed into Jesus’ body and blood, so that the bread and wine are no longer present, is the teaching of the Catholic church, but the Bible says that we receive bread and wine with the body and blood.

8. Holy Communion is called a sacrament because it makes us holy.

9. The only church that teaches the real presence is the Lutheran church. 

And what does the Bible teach about Holy Communion? (3)

We believe in the real presence - Just as Jesus said, "this is my body, this is the new covenant in my blood." So we receive four things, bread and wine, body and blood.

10. We are properly prepared for communion if we believe that we receive Christ's body and blood in with and under the bread and wine, as well as the forgiveness of sins. 

11. By receiving Holy Communion with other people we are confessing that we all believe the same thing.

What does it mean that Holy Communion also relates to Christian fellowship?

The Bible says about communion, "we who are many are one loaf, for we all partake of that one loaf." So we are in very close fellowship with those we take communion with. We all believe the same about the Bible.

12. We do not invite people who are not WELS to receive Holy Communion at our church because we do not want anyone to bring God's judgment on himself by receiving Holy Communion in an unworthy way. People need to recognize what they are receiving, and they need to be instructed so they understand the meaning of Christ's death and are one with us in all we believe and teach. 

3. Jesus wants us to come to Holy Communion often. After I am confirmed, I will come ____ times a year (of the 62 services). I will give ____% of all I earn to God.

14. The reason we desire Holy Communion often is our great sinfulness and weakness and our need for forgiveness. 

15. If a person who does not believe in the real presence receives Holy Communion, they still receive Christ's body and blood, but to their judgment.

16. As WELS Lutherans, we do not allow members of other church bodies or lodge members or those who are known to be living a sinful life 

without repentance to receive Holy Communion in our churches because we know they believe certain things which are contrary to God's Word and therefore are not one in faith with us, and because we must remind them that every error is a dangerous thing.

The Keys To Heaven

1. The Keys are the Gospel in Word and sacraments, which are the means God has given us to open the door into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

2. When Jesus speaks about the use of the Keys, he means the special power and right he gives us to either forgive sins or refuse to forgive them.

3. The use of the Keys is called a special power because Jesus gave it only to his holy people. All who believe in him are holy with his gift of holiness. You are his holy people.

4. The use of the Keys by those to whom Christ has given this authority is as valid and certain in heaven also as if Christ himself either forgave us or pronounced that our sins cling to us.

5. This church uses the Keys by preaching the Gospel and giving the sacraments, which is the authority to forgive sins. 

6. The binding Key is the statement to an unbeliever or an unrepentant person that the door to heaven is locked to them because of their unbelief. The loosing Key opens the door to heaven for the repentant believer.

What are the binding and loosing keys?

Jesus said to his followers, “I give you the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven.”
What happens to our sins if we refuse to repent and try to stop sinning?

How can you use the loosing keys?

7. Christ has congregations call a pastor to preach and teach God's Word publicly, baptize and distribute Holy communion, and use the binding and loosing Keys publicly.

Who uses the keys publicly in our congregation?

8. The repentant sinner will regularly and gladly hear the preaching of the 

Gospel and will not neglect it by not coming to church.

9. Plainly unrepentant or impenitent sinners must be excluded or excommunicated from the Christian congregation. The real purpose of excommunication is to bring them to repent so they won't be lost forever and end up in hell.

10. If a person who has been excluded from the congregation says he is sorry for his sin and promises to do what is right, the Christians in the congregation must receive him again as a fellow Christian and assure him that he is forgiven.

11. We must confess our sins because God urges us to do so, and we know and believe there is forgiveness for all our sins.

Why do we confess our sins to God?
12. When we confess our sins God wants us to realize and admit that we are sinful by nature and have sinned against him in thought, word and deed, so that we are separated from him and deserve only eternal death.

13. God leads us to confess our sins by using his Law, which brings us to know and feel our sins. This happens when we read the Ten Commandments and apply this to our own lives. 

14. When we feel the need for special comfort because of sins that particularly trouble us, we should go to the pastor and confess those sins which trouble our conscience. The pastor will give us absolution absolving us from all our sins. 

Do we receive absolution in our church service?

15. A true confession of sins must also include the sincere desire to avoid all sin
in the future, or there is no true repentance in the confession.

16. It is important to confess our sins to our fellow Christians when we have 

wronged them. 

17. The end result of the Keys and Confession for a repentant believer is a wonderful sense of relief, knowing God has given them complete forgiveness of all of their sins. 

What do you like about being a confirmed member of this church now?


I passed Catechism!

I’ve gotten to know God.


Now I can be more involved in the church.


I can receive Holy Communion (or The Lord’s Supper)

How many articles are there in the Apostle's Creed?

What are they about? 

How many God's are there?

How long did it take for the world to evolve?

Isn't evolution a fact?

How long has the world existed? 

Why does God give us food and clothing and work where we can earn money to live?

What do we inherit from Adam?

How good are we before baptism or before becoming Christian?

If God were fair, where would everyone go after death?

Is it fair that anyone goes to heaven?

How did God work that out for you?

What do you have to do to get to go to heaven?

Can you know for sure that you are going to heaven?

How can you be sure?

What is the difference between the Law and the Gospel? 

What is unique about the person of Jesus Christ? (4)

Why did Jesus have to be God and man in one person? (2)
How long has Jesus lived? (2)

What does the Apostles' Creed tell us about the humiliation Jesus went through?
What does it tell us about the exaltation of Jesus?

What is the most important teaching of the Bible for you?

How can churches ruin that teaching?

What is the meaning of Jesus' resurrection for you? (5)

really did succeed in paying for our sins, there is life after death, Jesus is able to keep his promises to us because he is still alive, Jesus is God, eternal life is ours.]

What does it mean that you are justified? 

Since all your sins are paid for by Jesus, why don't you go ahead and sin all you want?

Can you make yourself into a believer whenever you want? Why not? (4)

How do you come to faith?

What are the three tools which the Holy Spirit uses to do all this? 

What if I walk away from God's church and don't come back? (2)

What is Christian fellowship?

Who are you in fellowship with?

How often do you sin?

What is the solution?

What does God do in Baptism? He creates spiritual life and faith in our hearts, strengthens our faith, forgives all our sins, seals us into his family.
What does the word Baptize mean?

How old should you be before you are baptized?

How old was the equivalent sacrament done in the Old Testament?

What is the only way for you to go to hell once you have become a Christian?

If you are particularly sinful, does that make you unworthy of receiving Holy Communion?  No, Communion is medicine for sin. It takes away our sin. As long as we repent and are trying to do what is right, Communion is what we need for

 strength to stop sinning. What makes us unworthy of Holy Communion is if we don't believe we actually are receiving Christ's true body and blood in with and under the bread and wine

How can a little bread and wine do such powerful things?

The power is in God's word we use in Holy Communion.

And what does the Lutheran Church teach about Holy Communion? (3)
We believe in the real presence - Just as Jesus said, "this is my body, this is the new covenant in my blood." So we receive four things, bread and wine, body and blood.

What does it mean that Holy Communion also relates to Christian fellowship?

The Bible says about communion, "we who are many are one loaf, for we all partake of that one loaf." So we are in very close fellowship with those we take communion with. We all believe the same about the Bible.

What are the binding and loosing keys?
What happens to our sins if we refuse to repent and try to stop sinning?

Who uses the keys publicly in our congregation?

Why do we confess our sins to God?

Do we receive absolution in our church service?

What do you like about being a confirmed member of this church now?
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