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Dear Jeff,

     These questions constitute a review of the six chief parts of Christian doctrine which you have studied from Luther’s Small Catechism.  The answers you give to these questions demonstrate that you have adequate knowledge of God’s Word to become a communicant member of Faith Lutheran Church. It is the heartfelt prayer of your pastor that while you have studied these biblical truths for the past three years, the Holy Spirit has blessed you with a sincere and firm Christian faith.

     The first reason for reviewing these teachings before the congregation is to give you an opportunity to publicly confess your faith which has grown through your faithful study of God’s Word in Sunday School and Catechism Class. The members of our congregation will surely ask the Lord to keep you faithful to this confession all your life. 

     Our sinful nature does not appreciate the importance of these Biblical teach​ings. Consequently, it is easy for us to neglect the truths of God’s Word and forget them if we do not regularly take the time and make the effort to review them. In our society, which has little appreciation for the Word of God, we need to know these truths precisely. For the love of God’s name, concern for our own souls as well as for the souls of others, we want to always make a clear confession with simple and correct words; a consistent confession so everyone in our fellowship expresses the same truths in the same way; and a continuous confession to​gether with the faithful Lutheran Christians who have gone before us and with those who will follow after us.

Our second reason for this review of Christian doctrine, then, is to serve your fellow Christians in Faith congregation. As you and I ask and answer the questions of this review, we will help all the communicant members of Faith recall the precious truths the Lord has revealed to us to make us “wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”

     May the Lord graciously bless both our preparation for this important task and also our proclamation of these timeless truths.

    




 
Pastor Arndt

Part 1 - THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
PASTOR

1. Jeff, there really are only two religions in the world. How might we describe them?

2.  Which of these two teaches us who the true God is and the only way to obtain eternal 

     life?

3. Which book teaches us the Christian religion?

 

overhead (Bible OT & NT)
4. What are the two outward divisions of the Bible?

5. Who did God use to give us the 39 books of the Old Testament?

6. In what language were the books of the Old Testament written?



overhead (Genesis in Hebrew text)
7. Let’s recite the names of these 39 books given to us by the prophets in the Hebrew 

     language.

JEFF

8. Pastor, who did God use to give us the 27 books of the New Testament?

9. In what language were the books and letters of the New Testament written?

   

overhead (The Gospel of John in Greek text)
10. Let’s recite the names of these 27 books given to us by the Evangelists and Apostles 

       in the Greek language.

PASTOR

11. Jeff, what is the Bible?

12. How can all the words of the Bible be God’s Word if human writers wrote them?

13. What is this teaching called?



overhead (verbal inspiration)

14. With which words does the Apostle Paul describe “verbal inspiration” when he

       writes to Timothy?

JEFF

15. Pastor, what word do we use to refer to the various teaching found in the Bible?

16. What are the two main doctrines, that is teachings, found in the Bible?



overhead (Law & Gospel)
17.  What does God teach us with his Law?

18. When we examine ourselves according to God’s law, what do we come to realize?

PASTOR

19. Jeff, what does God teach us with the Gospel?

20.  What, then, is the chief purpose of the Bible?

Hymn - 284  “How Precious is the Book Divine”

Part II - THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

PASTOR

1. Jeff, how does God give his law to all people?



(overhead - God’s Law)
2. What do we call this law which God wrote on the hearts of all people?

3. But since the fall into sin we cannot rely on our darkened understanding of this natural

     law in our hearts. So God gave us his law in a second way. What was this way?

4. God gave the Ten commandments as a summary of his law. Let’s review those com-

     mandments and what they mean, as we have studied them from Martin Luther’s Small

     Catechism?


Jeff - 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th & 9th   Pastor - 2nd, 4th, 6th 8th & 10th 

JEFF

5. Pastor, what is the simple summary of God’s Law, which Jesus himself taught us?

6. How strict is God in his insistence that we obey his commandments?

7. When do we fail to obey God’s commandments perfectly?

8. Who only has obeyed God’s commandments perfectly?

PASTOR

9. Jeff since we cannot keep God’s commandments perfectly as he demands, we cannot

    make things right between us and God by what we do. What purpose does the law still

    serve in the outward life of all people?



(overhead - Purpose of the Law)
10. What purpose does God’s law serve in the hearts of all people?

11. What purpose does God’s law also serve for Christians as we live in this sinful   

       world?

Hymn - 287  “The Law of God is Good and Wise”

Part III - THE APOSTLES’ CREED
JEFF

1. Pastor, why is the gospel so comforting to us sinners, who stand condemned by God’s

    law?

2. In what ways is the Gospel different from the Law?

(overhead –Differences between the Law and the Gospel)
3. How does the Gospel change our attitude about obeying the Law?

4. The Gospel is summarized by the Apostle’s Creed in three parts, with each part 

    addressing the work of one person of the Holy Trinity. What do we Christians mean 

    when we refer to God as the Triune God? 

 

(overhead - God is Triune)

PASTOR

5. Each part of the Apostles’ Creed we call an article. We ask the congregation to please

    confess together with  us the First Article and its meaning from the catechism as it is

    printed in the bulletin. 
6. Jeff, how did God create our world and universe?

7. How was God’s good creation ruined?

8. Why didn’t God destroy the ruined world and start over again?
9. We ask the congregation to please confess the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed as

     it is printed in the bulletin

     Jeff, what does this mean?

JEFF

10. Pastor, why was it necessary for Jesus to be both true man and true God in one 

      person?



(overhead - JESUS - true man & true God)
11. Pastor, we learned our English expression “the Anointed One” in the Old Testament 

       Hebrew language is Messiah, and in the New Testament Greek language is Christ.

       To what offices did God anoint his Son to serve?



(overhead - Christ’s Office)
12. In what way does Christ serve us as Prophet?

13. In what way does the Christ serve us as Priest?
14. In what way does the Christ serve us as King?

PASTOR
15. Jeff, what is Christ’s work called by which he ransomed us from the slavery of sin,

      death and the devil?

16. What ransom price did God ask Christ to pay to redeem us from this slavery?

17. What do we mean when we speak of Christ’s humiliation?



(overhead- Humiliation & Exaltation)
18. How did Christ humble himself?

19. Why did Christ humble himself?
20. Jeff, what do we mean by Christ’s exaltation?

21. How was Christ exalted?

22. Why did God exalt Christ?

JEFF

23. Pastor, how only can I come to believe in Jesus?

24. We ask the congregation to please confess with us the Third Article of the Apostles’ 

       Creed as it is printed in the bulletin.

25.  Pastor, what does this mean?

PASTOR

26. Jeff, why do Christians say that the Holy Spirit sanctifies me when he brings me to

      faith in Jesus?

27. By what means did the Holy Spirit call you and me to faith in Christ?



2 overheads (The Means of Grace)
28. What change did the Holy Spirit work in us when he sanctifies us by the Gospel?

29. Who are the enemies that try to weaken our faith and keep us from doing good

      works?

JEFF

30. Pastor, what, then, does the Holy Spirit do besides bring us to faith?

31. What is the Holy Christian Church?



(overhead - All believers, The Holy Christian Church)
32. Where is the Holy Christian Church to be found?

33. Why do we also call a group of people who come together to hear the Gospel a

       church? 

34. What do we mean when we say that we “practice fellowship”?
PASTOR

35.  Jeff, what does God want us to do when people who are not members of the church

        ask us about our faith?

36. Why does God want us to separate ourselves from anyone who persists in mixing 

       false doctrine with the truth of God’s Word?

37.  When will the work of the Holy Spirit - his calling, gathering and keeping his church

        be finished?

38. What will happen to the unbelievers who reject God’s gracious forgiveness in Christ?

39. What will happen to the believers in whom the Holy Spirit has worked faith in

      Christ?

Hymn - 270  “We All Believe in One True God”

Part IV - BAPTISM

JEFF

1. Pastor, in our review of the three articles of the Apostles’ Creed, we learned that it is 

    only through Christ that God in his grace forgives all sin and thus gives us life and sal-

    vation. By what means does the Scripture teach us that we receive this grace of God?

2. Now we will consider the two sacred acts in which the Scriptures also promise us

     forgiveness for our sins. Pastor, what are these Sacraments and what do we mean

     when we call them “sacraments”?



(overhead - A Sacrament)

PASTOR

3. Jeff, why is the Sacrament of Baptism not just the use of plain water?

4. What does it mean to baptize someone “in the name of the Triune God?”



(overhead - “Circle of Life)
5. Who does Christ tell us to baptize?

6. Why do we baptize little children?

JEFF

7. Pastor, what blessings does God offer and give us in Baptism?

8. Why is Baptism able to offer and give such great blessings?

9. Where is this truth about Baptism written in Scripture?

PASTOR

10. Jeff, what new desire did the Holy Spirit work in you and me through Baptism?

11. Scripture tells us that our Old Adam opposes this new desire by trying to give us 

      many wrong desires and lead us into sinful deeds. Therefore, what does Baptism

      remind us to do with our Old Adam, that is our sinful nature, every day?

Hymn - 294 vs. 1-2  “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”

Part V - HOLY COMMUNION

PASTOR

1. Jeff, the second Sacrament is Holy Communion. How was this Sacrament instituted?



(overhead - The Lord’s Supper is a Sacrament)
2. What does Jesus tell us to do in this Sacrament?

3. What does Jesus teach us is present with the bread and wine in Holy Communion?

JEFF

4. Pastor, why is Holy Communion so comforting to Christians?

5. Why is Holy Communion able to offer and give us such great blessings?

6. What does Jesus promise to do for us through his Word in Holy Communion?

7. How do Christians prepare their hearts and minds to receive Holy Communion?

PASTOR

8. Jeff, what are you and I confessing about our faith when we receive Holy

    Communion with other Christians?

9.  To whom does the Lord want us to give Holy Communion?

10. Jeff. why then does Jesus urge us to come to this sacrament?

Hymn - 312 vs. 1 & 5  “Lord, Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”

Part VI - THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS & CONFESSION

PASTOR

1. Jeff, what does Christ mean when he speaks about the Keys?


(overhead - Christ gave the Keys)
2.  Where in the Scriptures is this written?
JEFF

3. Pastor, how valid and certain is the use of the Keys by believers?
4. How does God want us to use the binding Key which locks the door to his kingdom?

5. How does God want us to use the loosing Key which unlocks the door to his kingdom?

6. Through whom are the Keys administered publicly in a Christian congregation?

PASTOR

7. Jeff, what is confession?



(overhead - Confession)
8. Why do we confess our sins?

9. How does God lead us to confess our sins?

10. The first part of confession is that we admit we are sinners who deserve God’s 

       punishment. What again is the second part of confession?

11. How will the pastor assure a penitent sinner of his forgiveness?

Hymn - 308 vs. 1-4  “As Surely As I Live, God Said”

Part VII - THE LORD’S PRAYER

PASTOR

1. Jeff, what is prayer?


(overhead - Prayer)
2. What kind of prayers might a believer bring to our gracious God?

3. When and where may a believer pray?

4.  With what words may a believer pray


We ask the congregation to please pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer as they

       printed in the bulletin while Jeff and I comment on each part.

Address

    P:  We pray together the Address of the Lord’s Prayer.

    C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,

5. Jeff, what does Jesus want us to remember when he tells us to address God as

   “our Father”? 
I. 

    P:  We pray together the First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer.

    C:  hallowed be thy name

JEFF

6. Pastor, we know that we can’t make God’s name holy. He name, as he revealed it to us

    in the Bible, is holy all by itself. How do we then keep God’s name holy, that is, how 

    do we “hallow God’s name”?
II. 

     P: We pray together the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer.

     C:  thy kingdom come

PASTOR

7. Jeff, how does the Kingdom of God come to us?

III.
     P: We pray together the Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer.

     C:  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven

JEFF

8.  Pastor, how is God’s will done among us?

IV.

     P: We pray together the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer.

     C:  Give us this day our daily bread;

PASTOR

9.  Jeff,  what does Jesus teach us Christians when he tells us to pray, “Give us this day

      our daily bread”?

V.

      P: We pray together the Fifth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer.

      C:  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

JEFF

10.  Pastor, what are we asking of our Heavenly Father when we pray, “Forgive us our 

       trespasses”?

VI.

     P: We pray together the Sixth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer.

     C:  and lead us not  into temptation

PASTOR

11.  Jeff, why do we ask our heavenly Father not to “lead us into temptation”?

VII.

      P: We pray together the Seventh Petition of the Lord’s Prayer

      C:  but deliver us from evil.

JEFF

12. Pastor, when will God finally deliver us completely from all the evil in this world?

Doxology

     P: We pray together the Doxology of the Lord’s Prayer.

     C:  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

PASTOR

13.  Jeff, when we look carefully at the words of the Lord’s prayer, what kinds of

       things should we obviously be most concerned about in our praying?

Hymn – 412   “Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright””
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