FINAL REVIEW QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Part 1—The Bible

Who wrote the Bible?  God wrote the Bible.
Did God pick up a pen and paper and start writing?  No, he used men to write his words.
How can we know that these men did not make mistakes?  They were given the words to write by the Holy Spirit.
Who is the main character in the Bible and what is the main message of the Bible?  Jesus.  Forgiveness.
If you could summarize the Bible, then, in one word—what word wold you use?  Love.
The Bible, that is the story of God’s love, is divided into two main parts.  What do we call the two main parts of the Bible?  The Old and New Testaments.

Contained in both the Old and New Testaments are the two greatest teachings of the Bible.  These teachings are also what our church is built upon.  What are these two teachings?  Law and gospel.

What is the purpose of the law?  It shows our sins.
What is a good summary of the law in the Bible?  The 10 Commandments
What are the 10 Commandments?



1 – You shall have no other gods



2 – you shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God



3 – Remember the Sabbath by keeping it holy



4 – Honor your father and mother that it may go well with you



5 – You shall not murder



6 - You shall not commit adultery



7 – You shall not steal



8 – You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor



9 - You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or workers



10 – You shall not covet your neighbor’s land or property

Since the 10 Commandments are part of the main message of the Bible, they too can be summarized with one word.  What is that word again?  Love.
Do you know a passage where this is written in the Bible?  Matthew 22:37-39.  Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’”  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
You also learned that the Bible tell us in James 2:10, that whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of God’s law.  This tells us that we need help, because we have broken many laws.  It leads us to see the other main teaching in the Bible which is the gospel.  What is the purpose of the gospel?  It shows our Savior.
Do you know a where the Bible tells this to us?  John 3:16.  God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

Part 2—God

If God loves us so much to forgive us through the gospel, then we ought to know who this God is.  Who is God?  He is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Are there three Gods then?  No.  There is only one God.
Why, then, do we talk about God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?  Because this is the way the Bible talks about God.

What is the word that we use to refer to this teaching found in the Bible?  Trinity.

Since God made us, he is higher, wiser and stronger than us. We cannot comprehend how God can be three in one.  We can however, comprehend God in the ways he has described himself to us in the Bible.  What has he told us himself in 1 John 4:16?  God is Love.
Part 3—Faith

God has given you three ways to know for certain that God is love and that God loves you.  What are those three ways?  Word, Baptism, and Lord’s Supper.

Do you, then, have faith that these ways will save you from your sins?  Yes.

Tell me, where do you get your “faith” from?  It is a gift from God.
Do you know a passage from the Bible that tells this to us? Ephesians 2:8-9  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.

Part 4—Sacraments

God’s forgiveness and faith are wonderful gifts.  You have already answered our questions about God’s Word—the Bible.  But we need to know more about Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  What name do we give to these two special activities?  Sacraments.
Can you give the definition of a sacrament?


1 – It was commanded by Jesus  2 – It has visible elements  3 – It gives forgiveness

Part 5—Baptism 

We can see the water that is used in baptism, but water certainly cannot do such a great thing as forgive sins all by itself.  How then is baptism powerful?  Baptism is water used together with the Word of God.

Do you know a passage in the Bible that tells us Jesus commanded this sacrament?  Matthew 28:18.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
We believe that when the Bible tells us to baptize all nations that this includes people of all race and age—even babies.  What other reasons does the Bible give us for baptizing babies?  

1—The  Bible tells us that we all were sinful from birth (Psalm 51:5)

2—The Bible tells us that babies too can have faith

The Bible also tells us in Acts 2:38 that baptism is for the forgiveness of sins.  Since baptism is something that God does and gives to us, and not something that we do for God, then it is appropriate to say that baptism, also can be summarized with one word.  What is that word again?  Love.
Part 6—The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper, like baptism, is a sacrament because it was commanded by Jesus, it uses visible elements, and it forgives sins.  Jesus commanded it when he said, “Take and eat…  Take and drink.”  What is it that we are to eat and drink?  Bread and wine.
When we eat the Lord’s Supper, we are really eating bread and really drinking wine.  Yet, Jesus said, “Take and eat, this is my body.  Take and drink, this is my blood.”  What, then are we eating?  Bread and wine or his body and blood?  We are eating both.

How can the bread at the same time be his body?  And, how can the wine at the same time be his blood?  This is what the Bible teaches.

Christ’s body and blood are present in the bread and the wine in a very special way that we cannot fully understand.  The real presence of Christ’s body and blood is only possible if God is involved.  Therefore, the Lord’s Supper is something that God does for us, not something that we do to please God.  Perhaps an easier way to understand this is to look at the benefits of eating the Lord’s Supper.  What are three great promises that God gives to you through the Lord’s Supper?  Forgiveness of sins, new life and salvation.

Through the forgiveness that God gives to you through the Lord’s Supper, you are made holy and united to him.  Who else are you united to when you eat the Lord’s Supper?  The people who eat the Lord’s Supper together with us.

Not all Christians believe that God gives the gift of forgiveness through the Lord’s Supper.  Since this is true, would it be wise for us to unite ourselves with them by eating the Lord’s Supper together with them?  No.
Who, then, should come together to eat the Lord’s Supper?  Only individuals who have been instructed.

The Bible tells us to instruct individuals before they eat the Lord’s Supper.  You have been instructed and do believe these things to be true.  Therefore, do you wish to eat the Lord’s Supper together with the rest of the members of Beautiful Savior?  Yes.

Part 7—Prayer 

You have told us about the three ways that God tells us about his love for us—in his word and in his sacraments.  But communication is two ways.  How do we communicate to God?  Prayer.

God tells us to call upon him in the day of trouble and he will answer us.  Obviously, we will want to talk with God on every occasion, not just when we are in trouble.  God will always hear us, but he may choose to answer our prayers differently than what we would like.  What are the four ways that God may answer your prayers?  Yes, no, wait, here is something better.
Sometimes, God’s better answer includes a negative answer to our original request.  When this happens, what Bible passage should we remember?  Romans 8:28.  We know that in all things, God works together for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
God not only let’s us talk with him through prayer, but he always listens and always answers (in one of the ways we just mentioned).  This, again, illustrates for us the one word summary of the Bible.  What is that word?  Love.

Finally, God also gives us a model prayer.  Jesus taught it to us.  What is this prayer called, and could you say it for me?  The Lord’s Prayer.  

Part 8—Conclusion

In closing then, we have heard you tell us about several ways that we not only enter a relationship with God, but maintain that relationship and see it grow.  The devil would not like to see this happen, but Jesus defeated the devil when Jesus died on the cross for the sins of all people, once and for all times.  Jesus’ defeat of the devil brings the story of God’s love to a complete ending.  Do you remember the promise that he made to Adam and Eve in the beginning?  Genesis 3:15. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.

Since the devil has been crushed, and since you are forgiven, you will live a different life from the rest of the world whom he has power over.  It will not always be an easy life, but it is a rewarding life.  One man’s life demonstrates this struggle remarkable well.  He is the man after whom our church denomination is named.  What is his name?  Martin Luther.

Are you joining this church to give thanks to this man or to worship him?  No.

What, then, does it mean to be a Lutheran?  It means to believe that I am saved by grace alone, through faith alone, based on the scriptures alone.

That is what Martin Luther believed and taught.  It is our prayer that you and we would keep these three pillars, grace, faith and scripture at the heart of our religion.  May the lessons that you have learned through your confirmation classes stay with you always.
Our Father, who art in heaven, 


	hallowed be thy name, 


	thy kingdom come, 


	thy will be done 


		on earth as it is in heaven.  


Give us this day our daily bread; 


	and forgive us our trespasses, 


	as we forgive those 


		who trespass against us; 


	and lead us not into temptation, 


	but deliver us from evil.  


For thine is the kingdom


 	and the power and the glory


	forever and ever.   Amen.











Page 1

