2001 CONFIRMATION SURVEY


1. What type of community is your congregation in?

a. rural  

      (72)

{11.8%}
b. small town  
    (213)

{35.0%}
c. suburban
    (192)

{31.5%}
d. urban

    (132)

{21.7%}
2. What is the size of your community?

a. Rural, open country    (44)

{7.2%}
b. Less than 2500
       (83)

{13.6%}
c. 2500-9999
     (110)

{18.1%}
d. 10,000-24,999             (81)

{13.3%}
e. 25,000-99,999           (134)

{22.1 %}
f. 100,000-249,999         (63)

{10.3%}
g. 250,000-999,999         (53)

{8.7%}
h. Over 1,000,000           (40)

{6.6%}
i.
Unsure

       (1)

{.01%}

3. What district is your congregation in? 

North Atl
(23)

{3.8%}

South Atl
(37)

{6.1%}

Michigan
(69)

{11.3%}

SE WI

(77)

{12.6%}

No WI

(75)

{12.3%}

West WI

(75)

{12.3%}

Minnesota
(64)

{10.5%}

Dk/Mt

(39)

{6.4%}

Nebraska
(47)

{7.7%}

South Cen
(23)

(3.8%}

AZ/CA

(56)

{9.2%}

Pac/NW

(20)

(3.3%}

4. What is your congregation’s baptized membership?

a. Under 200
     (277)

{45.5%}
b. 201-500

     (184)

{30.2%}
c. 501-1000
     (100)

{16.4%}
d. Over 1000
       (48)

{7.9%}
5. What is your congregation’s communicant membership?

a. Under 200                 (327)

{53.7%}
b. 201-500                     (167)

{27.4%}
c. 501-1000                     (90)     
{14.8%}
d. Over 1000                   (25)

{4.1%}
6. What is your average weekly worship attendance?

a. Under 100
      (261)
{42.9%}
b. 101-200                     (170)

{28.0 %}
c. 201-300                       (75)

{12.3%}
d. 301-500                       (60)

{9.7%}
e. Over 500                     (43)

{7.1%}
7. Does your congregation operate a Lutheran Elementary School?

a. Yes                             (238)
{39.1%}
b. No                               (370)
{60.8%}
c. 
Not listed
        (1)

{.001%}

8. At what grade level does formal confirmation instruction begin?

a. Before fifth
         (2)

{.3%}                

b. Fifth                            (82)

{13.0%}
c. Sixth

     (183)

{29.1%}
d. Seventh

     (354)

{56.3%}
e. Eighth

         (3)

{.48%}
f. Ninth

         (1)

{.16%}
g. Other

         (4)

{.5%}
9. What is the required length of confirmation instruction?

a. Under one year
          (0)
{0%}
b. One year
          (5)
{.8%}
c. Two years                   (411) 
{66.7%}
d. Three years                  (163)
{26.5%}
e. More than three years    (37)
{5.6%}
f. Other

          (3)
{.4%)
10. At what grade level are young people confirmed?

a. Before sixth grade          (0)
{0%}
b. Sixth grade                     (1)
{.16%}
c. Seventh grade
           (11)
{1.8%}
d. Eighth grade                   (586)
{94.5%}
e. Ninth grade or higher     (22)
{3.1%}
11. When are confirmation classes held?

a. Before school

(0)
      {0%}
b. As part of the school day    (217)
  {29.2%}
c. After school hours
(437)
   {58.9%}
d. On weekend

(76)
  {10.2%}
e. As part of Sunday School   (12)
    {1.6%}
f. As part of a retreat or summer camp (1) {.1%}
12. If you operate a LES, do the non-LES students meet at a different time than the LES students?

a. Yes                                     (229)
{37.6%}
b. No                                       (79)       {13.0%}
c. N/A


(301)      {49.4%}
13. Who is primarily responsible for the confirmation instruction?

a. Pastor


(596)
{92.8%}
b. Staff Minister

(10)
{1.6%}
c. Day School teacher
(9)
{1.4%}
d. Lay volunteer

(11)
{1.7%}
e. Parent


(13)
{2.0%}
f. Vicar


(3)
{.5%}
14. Which materials are used in confirmation instruction?

a. The Bible                           (535)
{32.1%}
b. Luther’s Small Catechism  (485)
{29.1%}
c. NPH materials

(184)
{11.0%}
d. Instructor-prepared material (280)
{16.8%}
e. Other Lutheran publishers  (177)
{10.6%}
f. Other non-Lutheran publishers (6)    {.36%}
15. To what extent do you require memorization?

a. No memorization

(5)
{.8%}
b. Require Ten Commandments, Apostles’ Creed and Lord’s Prayer only       (85)
{13.5%}
c. Require all Six Chief Parts (54)
{8.6%}
d. Require all Six Chief Parts with Luther’s explanations

(485)
{77.7%}
e. Other


(2)
{.3%}
16. Additional memory work requirements?

a. 1-3 Bible passages per week  (436)
{37.7%}
b. Four or more Bible passages per week  
     (145)
 {12.5%}
c. Hymn verses
                   (53)     {4.6%}
d. Books of the Bible
     (405)  {35.0%}
e. Prayers (e.g. Luther’s Morning and Evening Prayers)                                   (118)   {10.2%}
f. Other


     (1)
  {.08%}
17. Are there other required elements in your confirmation instruction?

a. Retreats                                  (22)
{3.1%}
b. Fellowship activities
    (54)
{7.5%}
c. Service projects (e.g. ushering, acolyte)

                  (134)
  {18.7%}

d. Crafts or other special projects (33)
   {4.6%}
e. Essays


      (130)  {18.1%}
f. Sermon summaries
      (251)  {35.0%}
g. Other


        (85)    {11.9%}
h. N/A

                     (8)
    {1.1%}
18. Do you require any kind of family contract or commitment?

a. Yes

                    (229)  {32.4%}
b. No (97 forms said yes &          (463)  {65.5 %}
c. N/A


(15)
{2.1%}
19. What role do parents play in confirmation instruction?

a. None
                                 (23)    {3.8%}
b. Parents hear memory work       (201)   {34.8%}
c. Parents are asked to review work at home             
                                 (240)   {41.5%}
d. Parents are asked to teach at home

                                 (50)     {8.7%}

e. Other (please specify)            (64)   {11.1%}
20. What do you do as an instructor to assist parents in helping their children learn at home?

a. Nothing


(119)  {15.9%}
b. Parent page(s) sent home regularly(90) {12.0%
c. Parent meetings at the beginning of the school year


(362)   {48.4%}
d. Parent meetings regularly throughout the school year                         (75)      {10.0%}
e. Regular instructions for parents to be instructors at home             (28)      {3.7%}
f. Other (please specify)         (74)     {9.9%}
21. Do you have any kind of summer confirmation instruction?

a. Yes                                    (31)           {5.1%}
b. No

           (570)         {93.6%}
c. No Answer                          (8)
  {1.3%}
22. Do you do any individualized confirmation instruction?

a. Our program is entirely classroom                          

                (395)    {66.1%}
b. Our program includes classroom and individualized instruction    (184)   {30.8%}
c. Our program is entirely individualized                             
                               (19)    {3.2%}
23. What sort of classroom methodologies do you include in your teaching?

a. Lecture                                 (537)   {33.4%}
b. Class discussions                  (478)  {29.7%}
c. Small group discussion        (126)   {7.8%}
d. Special projects                      (85)   {5.3%}
e. Use of audio/visuals             (293)   {18.2%}
f. Role playing, drama               (63)   {4.0%}
g. Other                                      (28)     {1.7%}
24. Are confirmands examined prior to confirmation?

a. Yes                                        (518)    {81.7%}
b. No                                           (31)     {4.9%}
c. We require a written essay instead of an examination                             (85)    {13.4%}
25. If yes, in what forum does the examination take place?

a. In a public worship service      (371) {59.5%}
b. In another public forum

(e.g.Bible Class)

   (68)  {10.9%}
c. Before pastor and parents        (32)   {5.1%} 

d. Before elders and pastor
      (10)   {1.6%}
e. Before elders, parents and pastor (50)  {8.0%}
f. Pastor only – oral                      (26)   {4.2%} 

g. Pastor only – written                 (54)   {8.7%}
h. Other                                         (10)    {1.6%}
i. N/A


        (3)   {.4%}
26. Our normal day for the rite of confirmation is:

a. Palm Sunday                           (49)     {8.0%}
b. Pentecost                                 (52)     {8.5%)
c. First Sunday in May              (122)   {19.9%}
d. Another Sunday in May        (260)    {42.4%}
e. A Sunday in the Fall                 (5)      {.8%}
f. Reformation Day                       (0)
g. Other                                      (125)   {20.4%}
27. Which of the following best describes your practice?

a. All students from a class confirmed on the same day                                  (590)   {96.5%} 

b. Students confirmed individually throughout the year                                             (21)    {3.4%}
28. Youth participate in their first communion:

a. One or more years before confirmation 

(1)   {.1%}

b. Twelve months or less before confirmation

(1)   {.1%}

c. On confirmation day       (285)  {41.8%}
d. During the first week after confirmation

                                                                      (122)  {17.9%}
e. On the first communion Sunday after confirmation                     (272)  {39.9%}
f. Other                                    (1)    {.1%}
29. If a youth who communed at his/her prior WELS/ELS congregation, but who is younger than your normal communing age, transferred into your congregation, would he/she be permitted to commune in your congregation?

a. In all cases                  (231)    {42.2%}
b. In some cases              (199)    {36.3%}
c. In very few cases          (67)     {12.2%}
d. Never                            (38)       {6.9%}
e. N/A

         (13)       {2.4%}
30. What is your feeling about the current method and tradition of confirmation instruction in your congregation?

a. Fine the way it is          (219)   {36.1%}
b. Some improvement needed (suggestions:___)

                       (350)   {57.8%}

c. Massive improvement needed (suggestions)

(37) {6.1%}

31. What is your feeling about the current method and tradition of confirmation instruction around the WELS?

a. Fine the way it is           (204)    {35.0%}
b. Some improvement needed (suggestions: ___)

          (313)    {53.6%}

c. Massive improvement needed (suggestions)

(67) {11.4%}

32. What do you feel is the single greatest strength of the current method and tradition of confirmation instruction?  ____available from CYD office________

33. What do you feel is the single greatest weakness of the current method and tradition of confirmation instruction? ____available from CYD office________

34. There is a need for more instructional materials for:

a. Confirmation instruction/curriculum

             (283)    {56.9%}
b. First communion preparation (52)  {10.5%}
c. Examination of congregational policy on confirmation/first communion practices

(136)    {27.4%}

d.     Other                                  (26)     {5.2%}

35. If you are a confirmation instructor, describe your feelings about the confirmation process.

a. The best time of the week.  I love confirmation instruction.                         (354)    {58.3%}
b. The time I dread.  Confirmation and youth ministry are not my thing.  (10)      {1.7%}
c. Tolerable.  I know it’s important but it’s still a struggle for me.                   (219)    {36.1%}
d.  Other                                     (24)     {4.0%}
36. Check one statement which comes closest to your understanding of the central purpose of confirmation.

a. Preparation for the reception of the Lord’s Supper                (136)       {20.3%}
b. Identify/participate more fully in the life and mission of the adult Christian community

(183)      {27.3%}
c. Renewal of one’s baptismal covenant

(30)        {4.5%}
d. To commit oneself to Christ

(60)
{8.9%}

e. To become an adult member of the congregation         (26)       {3.9%}
f. Public profession of faith in which confirmands were baptized

(122)      {18.2%}
g. Other                    (114)      (17.0%}
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