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CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION:  2005-2006 School Year

QUESTIONS:

· How should we prepare our children for Confirmation?

· What should they KNOW in order to be confirmed?

· What should we expect of them IN ADDITION to knowledge?

· Should we have standards that must be met before confirming?

· Should we risk “driving some people away” by insisting on standards?

· Should we confirm students who do not meet these standards?

· Who should set the standards?  Pastor? Parents? Board of Elders?

There are wide variations in what is expected in Lutheran churches before young people are confirmed. 

· Requirements have been greatly relaxed in many Lutheran churches (not so much in the WELS).

· Students are happy about that and parents are often relieved that they don’t have to push and struggle to get their children to do any demanding work!

But what about the long-term results of a relaxed approach to Confirmation?

· What does it mean for the spiritual life of those who are confirmed?

· What does it mean for the future strength and health of the Lutheran Church?

OUR PROGRAM AND GOALS:

1.   Three years of comprehensive BIBLE STUDY, covering the Old Testament in two years and the Four 
Gospels (Life of Jesus) in one year.  We want every candidate for confirmation to have a broad

overview of the Bible and to be familiar with its basic content.

2.   Two years of study of the main DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE as they are confessed by the Lutheran 
Church and summarized in Luther’s Small Catechism.  Several additional doctrinal topics are added 
to 
give students some direction on current doctrinal issues that are not covered in the catechism (Church
Fellowship, Lodges, the Place of Men and Women in Home and Church, Millennialism).

3.   Regular WORSHIP ATTENDANCE (the beginning of a life-long habit), including an understanding of 
and
appreciation for what goes on in our worship services, with a growing love for the essential benefits 
God offers through the Word and Sacrament.

4.   The beginning of an understanding that SERVICE to the Lord and to His church is a normal part of the 
life of a disciple of Jesus.

REACHING OUR GOALS:

1.  Regular attendance is important.  Maximum of 8 Sunday School and 5 Wednesday absences.

2.  Memorizing Luther’s Small Catechism as a summary of Bible teaching (grades 7-8).

3.  Weekly quizzes on the Catechism course (90% passing, retake until passed).

4.  Three oral Catechism examinations (“questioning”) during the Sunday School hour (see schedule).

5.  5-6 major tests on the Sunday course (70% passing, retake until passed).

6.  Taking notes on the Sunday sermons (grades 7-8), a total of 15 for the year.

7.  Fulfilling the “Service Project” requirement (8th graders = 17 credits before Confirmation; 7th graders 20 credits before next September 1).  (An alternative to using the “credits” sheet is for a student/family to work together on some larger church projects—to be agreed upon.)

HAS OUR PROGRAM WORKED?

· Not perfectly.  Some still become inactive during the high school years in spite of their promises. 

· But pretty well, although not as well as in year past.  The commitments seem to be slipping compared to previous years.  It usually goes back to the family.  An involved family translates into involved young people.

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS:

1.   The Sunday class will begin September 4 with the first assignment due September 11.  It appears that there will be four 8th grade students finishing the second half of the Old Testament course with Laura Fitzgerald as teacher.  There could be five 7th grade students starting the Old Testament course with Lindy Jacobson as teacher.  And we have seven or eight 6th graders who will do the New Testament class with Jenny Parker as teacher.

2.   7th and 8th graders will meet on Wednesday from 6:15 to 7:30 beginning August 28.  

3.
Students are expected to own and bring their own Bibles to class on Sundays and during the week.  They must have the NIV translation so that there is uniformity in reading and memorizing Bible passages.

4.   Students will be given a book for the Sunday Bible study course and also a catechism pamphlet and a set of printed notes for the catechism class.  If books are lost, the student must purchase a replacement.  A 3-ring binder  (not a folder) for class notes, papers, and tests is required for the catechism class (7th and 8th grades).  Students should save quizzes and lesson sheets for review when they have to retake quizzes and when it is time for the Sunday questioning exercises.  PUT YOUR NAMES ON YOUR BOOKS!

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION 

GOAL  of our program is to give young people a foundation of Bible knowledge, background, and doctrine to enable them to grow in the Christian faith and to confess Jesus Christ as Savior.  Confirmation is a strengthening process, strengthening what was started by the Holy Spirit through Baptism.  Young people are strengthened in their knowledge and commitment through their study of the Word.  They find out what it means to be a Lutheran Christian, and they are prepared to say:  “This is what I want for my life.”  After Confirmation, they go on to build a “house” on this foundation.

HOW IS THE CONFIRMATION PROCESS CARRIED OUT AT OUR CHURCH?

1.  Religious growth at home.  Parents, not the church, have the biggest responsibility for the religious instruction of their children.  The church offers to supplement what parents are doing.  The best way to “raise Christian children” is to have a distinctively Christian home. 

2.  Three years of Sunday morning classes covering the entire Old Testament in two years (grade 8 is in year two of that study, grade 7 will begin this year) and the Four Gospels/Life of Christ (grade 6).  There are weekly Bible reading assignments, questions to be answered in writing, and periodic tests. 

3.  Two years of study of the doctrines of the Lutheran Church, based on the catechism of Martin Luther (gr 7-8).  This year we study Baptism, the Apostles’ Creed, the Ten Commandments, and Holy Communion.

4.  Regular church attendance.  This is the time to find out if a person is able to make the commitment to come to church regularly—now and later.

WHAT WILL BE REQUIRED IN THESE THREE YEARS OF SPECIAL STUDY?
1.  Regular attendance.  Maximum of 5 Wednesday absences.

2.  Memorizing Luther’s Small Catechism as a summary of Bible teaching (grades 7-8).

3.  Weekly quizzes on the Catechism course (90% passing, retake until passed).

4.  5-6 major tests on the Sunday course (70% passing, retake until passed).

5.  Taking notes on the Sunday sermons (grades 7-8), a total of 15 for the year.

6.  Fulfilling the “Service Project” requirement (8th graders = 17 credits before Confirmation; 7th graders 20 credits before next September 1).  (See separate “Service Project” sheet for details; an alternative to using the “credits” sheet is for a student/family to work together on some larger church project to be agreed upon.)

BOOKS AND SUPPLIES NEEDED

1.  NIV Bible—your own, not constantly using a church Bible.

2.  3-ring binder for lesson notes and tests (not necessary for Sunday work). Not a pocket folder!

3.  Catechism memory book (provided).

4.  Study book for Sunday curriculum (provided), brought to class each Sunday.

5.  Pen or pencil at each class session.

WHAT CAN PARENTS DO TO HELP?
1.  Come to Bible class on Sunday morning while your child is in his/her class.  When children are required to attend Sunday School to become members but parents, (who already are members), choose not to attend because they don’t have to, there is a double standard.  This is not lost on the kids.

2.  Check to see that assignments are done regularly and with care.

3.  Consider restricting Saturday activities until Sunday work is finished.

4.  Check to see if weekly quizzes are being passed regularly.  Monitor major Sunday tests.  Several “progress reports” will be issued during the year (grades 7-8).

5.  Speak positively and encouragingly regarding the importance of these Confirmation studies.

QUESTIONING for grades 7-8 (doctrine course):  3 times during the year (Nov/Feb/May) during the Sunday School hour.  CONFIRMATION is May 30 (Memorial Day weekend) for those who finish the course.

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS:

1.   The Sunday class will begin September 1 with the first assignment due September 8.  There is a potential of six 6th grade students taking the New Testament course with Jenny Parker as teacher.  There could be seven 7th  graders who will start the Old Testament class with Laura Fitzgerald as teacher.  And there are four 8th graders who will finish the Old Testament class with Lindy Jacobson as teacher.

2.   All 7th and 8th graders in our school will meet on Wednesday from 6:15 to 7:30.  There may be as many as 11 students on Wednesday evening if all potential students attend.

3.  A progress report (grades 7-8) will be sent to parents early in the year (before Christmas) and again early enough in the Spring so that there are no surprises when it is time for confirmation and you suddenly discover that  work is not finished.  Each progress report will indicate church and Sunday School attendance, memory work, quiz average, Sunday morning test scores, sermon summaries completed, and service project reminder.  Work that is overdue will be listed, and a tentative “confirmation status” indicated (“ready to be confirmed; or not ready” and why).

