The Rite of Confirmation


THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION

Those being confirmed shall stand at the communion rail facing the congregation.

Encouragement to the Parents: Parents please rise.

Dear Parents: Our Lord Jesus Christ blessed you with the gift of a child. When you brought your child to baptism – the Holy Spirit washed away all their sins and planted saving faith in their heart. These past many years you have taught your child by what you say and especially by what you do to love our Lord Jesus.

Confirmation is about faithful study and growth in saving faith. I therefore ask you: Is it your sincere intent to continue to bring up your young person in the way of the Lord; to continue to instruct them diligently in the truths of God’s saving Word, and to this end to make faithful use of the assistance offered by the Church? Do you intend to continue to encourage your child to be faithful in the use of the Gospel in Scripture and the Lord’s Supper so they may grow in faith, serve God with a Christian life, and remain in God’s grace unto the end? If so please answer: “Yes with the help of God.”

Parents: Yes, with the help of God!

Parents – be seated.

Encouragement to the Sponsors:

Sponsors – please rise.

Dear Sponsors: Confirmation is about faithful study and growth in saving faith. I therefore ask you: Is it your sincere intent to continue to pray for your God-child – to remind them of their confirmation, and as far as possible, to continue to give your counsel and help that they may continue to grow in the true knowledge and respect of God according to the teachings of the Scriptures as confessed by our Lutheran Church and remain in God’s grace unto the end? If this you intend gladly and willingly to do then answer, “Yes, with the help of God.”

Sponsors: Yes, with the help of God!

Sponsors – be seated
Confirmands turn to face the Pastor.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: Our Lord Jesus said to his disciples, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age." 

In obedience to the Lord's command, you have been baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. You have been taught the precious truths of the Christian faith as confessed by the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. You know what God has given you by his grace and what he expects of you as his dear child.

You can now exercise the privilege of partaking of Holy Communion. 

You are here today make a public profession of your Christian faith. The Apostle Paul, writing to the Romans says: "If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord' and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved ... For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

   Therefore, lift up your hearts to the God of all grace and joyfully answer these:

   Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge that in Baptism, God gave you the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation? 

Confirmands: I do. 

Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

Confirmands: I do. 

Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit? 

Confirmands: Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God?

Confirmands: I do. 
 Do you believe that the teaching of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod as you have learned to know it from Luther's Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of God? 

Confirmands: I do. 

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

Confirmands: I do, and I ask God to help me. 

Do you desire to be a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod and of this congregation? 

Confirmands: I do. 

Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of God's Word; to be faithful in the use of the Word and Sacrament; and in faith and action remain true to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as long as you live? 

Confirmands: I do, and I ask God to help me. 

To congregation: Since it is God alone who enables us both to will and to do his good pleasure, it is right for us, dear friends in Christ, to call on him for these confirmands, that he would graciously complete the good work which he has begun in them. Let us therefore bow our heads and pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for your great goodness in bringing your sons and daughters to the knowledge of your Son, Jesus Christ, and in giving them both the heart to believe and the mouth to confess his saving name.

Lead them to serve your church in holiness and righteousness all their days. Transform them by the renewing of their minds so that they will not conform to the pattern of this world. 

Enable them to bring forth the fruits of faith and to continue steadfast and victorious until the day comes when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Members of the Confirmation Class: What we as a Christian congregation have here asked our heavenly Father to confer on you all, we will now ask him to grant to each and every one of you individually. 

Give now your hand at the Lord’s altar, as an assurance of your promise, and, kneeling, receive God’s blessing.

The confirmands, in turn, will give their right hand and kneel. The minister lays his hand on the head of each one:

 ______ (name), (The bell is tolled one time) may God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you his Holy Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge, of grace and prayer, of power and strength, of sanctification and the fear of God. 

The confirmation text is read.
OR   
 ______ (name), (The bell is tolled one time) may the Father in heaven, for Jesus' sake, renew and increase in you the gift of the Holy Spirit, to the strengthening of your faith, to your growth in grace, to your patience in suffering, and may he keep you faithful unto life everlasting. 

The confirmation text is read.

After all the confirmands have received the blessing, the pastor dismisses them, saying: 

Your church now invites you to partake of the Sacrament of the Lord's body and blood. Accept this invitation with deep reverence and holy joy. Regard your communing at the Lord's table a precious privilege given you by God through his church; receive this sacrament thankfully and often. The almighty and most merciful God, Father, Son (+) and Holy Spirit, bless and keep you. 

Confirmands: Thanks be to God.
Confirmands turn to face the congregation

VOW OF THE CONGREGATION 

We make use of this day to renew our promises to our Lord. Let us therefore pledge this day to the Triune God and join together in speaking these vows:

Congregation: I pledge this day: 

To carefully and regularly use God’s Word in private and public worship;

To attend the Lord’s Supper frequently for the strengthening of my faith and to receive the forgiveness of sins;

To witness for Christ in all I say or do, because he has called me out of darkness into his marvelous light.

To pray for myself, my fellow Christians, and all mankind;
To lay my sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God, and daily repent of the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do; 
And to look forward in true faith to my Lord’s return, when he shall take me and all believers to himself in heaven.
Confirmands turn to face Altar
God has every right to expect us to be faithful to him. He created us to be his own. He purchased us with the blood of his Son so that we may be His own and live under him in his kingdom. He brought us to faith in Jesus by the gracious work of the Holy Spirit so that we might be his temple.

While God expects us to be faithful, he does not expect us to remain true by our own strength. He will keep us from falling; we trust him to do this. He will keep us loyal to our vows of faithfulness, when we rely on him alone.

Let us draw near to God in Word and Sacrament, and he will draw near to us. Let us trust him, and nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

THE BLESSING

May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will. May he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
(Hebrews 13:20-21)

Congregation: {Sing} Amen, Amen, Amen.  

The Confirmands rise and return to the front pew, single file. 

They will come forward for as a class and take communion as the first setting together.
Rationale and Introduction to the Confirmation Service:
It is praiseworthy to have people confess Jesus Christ as Lord. Confirmation allows the opportunity to profess many of the precious truths of the Holy Bible in a personal way.

Confirmation, a ceremony which concludes a period of instruction in the Christian faith, as summarized in the six chief parts of Christian doctrine from Dr. Martin Luther's Small Catechism.

Confirmation receives its identity and function from the great commission of Matthew 28. The church has been commissioned to baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and to teach everything he has commanded us.

Confirmation is then a public profession of the Christian faith into which one has been previously baptized, but it does not change the blessings of baptism or power of baptism in any way. Confirmation is not a graduation service.

Confirmation is a ceremony by which a Christian is recognized as one who is properly prepared to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Confirmation is an expression of faith in Christ. 
The confirmands express precious truths from God's Word which bespeak their faith and understanding according to their desire and intent. They are to be thought of as ways in which we may confirm and strengthen the faith as given and nurtured by the Holy Spirit. He works in the Word and Sacraments. The strength and value of this confirmation ceremony, then, will be in its use of the Word, and the emphasis of baptism on the one hand, and readiness for communion on the other.

Confirmation is a public profession of the Christian faith, following a period of instruction, by one who has been baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity. It is a rite by which a person is recognized as one who is properly prepared to receive Holy Communion.

Confirmation is a church rite in which a congregation gives it’s catechumens who have been instructed in Christian doctrine according to the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions an opportunity to confess their faith before the church. The congregation also prays for the children with the laying on of hands, and invites them as certified to have sufficient spiritual maturity to participate in the Lord’s Supper.

Procession: This is not an ordinary walk into an ordinary building. It is an entrance into God’s house. There the Confirmands present themselves before God and swear allegiance to him and Christ alone, willing to suffer all, even death, rather than to forsake Christ and his gospel.

Flowers: In the Song of Solomon 2:1, Christ calls himself “The Rose of Sharon” and the “Lily of the Valleys.” The flowers are to represent Christ. The fact that they lie close to the heart is indicative that Christ dwells invisibly, yet actually, in their hearts by faith.

Robe: The white robe is a symbol of the Christian’s holiness and sinlessness in the sight of God. The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses them from all sin. Each can look at their robe and pray confidently: ”Jesus, thy blood and righteousness, my beauty are my glorious dress!”  

Bended Knee: When the confirmand kneels in the presence of God, each is saying before the entire world that God is above them and they are beneath God. Each is confessing “Jesus Christ is Lord of my life.”

Handshake: Loyalty to Christ, both in what a person believes and how he/she lives, must be a constant loyalty—even to death. The confirmand gives his/her right hand as a pledge to renounce the devil and all his ways and to live as a disciple of Christ.

Blessing: The pastor lays his hand upon the head of each confirmand and speaks a blessing from God. Then a special blessing, in the form of the individual Bible verse is spoken. The Bible verse is intended to be a guide and encouragement throughout the life of each confirmand.

Recession: Again, this is no ordinary walk out of an ordinary building. The recession is symbolic of the confirmand’s walk into the world and the life of the congregation. Each is now a communicant member of the church and is ready to fight the good fight of faith, serving Christ in their adult life. Each is walking toward their heavenly home.

SILENT PRAYER

O God, we thank you for your Son who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by example, appoint us to obedience, and give us strength to follow his footsteps; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

As Long As I Have Breath

As long as I have breath--I will praise You, Lord.

As long as I have life—Let my soul rejoice.

In times of sore distress; in times of loneliness;

As long as I have breath—I will praise you Lord.
As long as I have breath—I will bless You, Lord.

As long as life is mine—I will sing your song.

Your joy brings forth my praise; your peace fills all my days;

As long as I have breath—I will praise you Lord.

Let me know your loving kindness ev’ry day.

As you walk beside me—pointing out the way.

As long as I have being—I will trust in you:

You are my God—I lift my soul to you!

As long as I have breath—I will serve you, Lord.

As long as life is mine—I’ll exalt your Word.

And when this life shall pass—And I’m at home at last;

Through all eternity—I will praise you, Lord.
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