First Communion

We welcome the newest communicant members of our congregation and rejoice as they now receive the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus, together with the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of sins.

Class Gift
The class presents a gift to the congregation as a token of their appreciation for the way the congregation has shared the precious truths of God’s Word through the instruction in Luther’s Catechism.  The Class of 2005 presents the sculpture of the cross and the vines imprinted with Jesus’ words, “I am the vine, you are the branches.”

Recession

We leave God’s house to go into God’s world and share the good news of Jesus Christ.  Each one is ready to fight the good fight of the faith and serve Christ with his entire life.  Each one of us is walking heavenward and enjoying the companionship of fellow Christians with God’s blessing.
Confirmed in Christ

Confirmation is a Rite of the Church for people who have been baptized and instructed in the Christian doctrine according to the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions. It recognizes that the baptized Christian is properly prepared to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. This ceremony includes the opportunity for people to confess their faith before the Church and the Church to pray for them. The service is rich in symbolism:

Procession
This is no ordinary walk into an ordinary building.  It is an entrance into God’s house and presence.  Here the confirmands present themselves before God, confess him publicly, and promise allegiance to him and Christ alone, willing to suffer all, even death, rather than to forsake Christ and his gospel.

Red Flowers

Red is the color of the Holy Spirit and, therefore, the Church.  It reminds us of the fire of Pentecost and the power of the Spirit.  The red flower lays close to the heart and indicates that the Spirit dwells invisibly, yet actually, in the heart of each one by faith.

Robe

The white robe is a symbol of the Christian’s holiness and sinlessness in the sight of God because of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ.  Each believes “The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses me from all sin.”  Each can look at the robe and pray confidently: Jesus, your blood and righteousness, my beauty are, my glorious dress.

Class Hymn

There is every reason to praise God for life and salvation.  The class chooses a song of praise and prayer which puts into words treasured thoughts in the heart.  The Confirmands have chosen “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear” (Christian Worship #282).
Dipping the Hand in the Baptismal Font

This action reminds the confirmands of their baptism and the gracious gift of faith that is received in water baptism. Wiping their faces with the water symbolizes the truth that baptism washed away all their sins – past, present, and future – and confirms in them the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  Their baptisms are confirmed as true on Sunday, May 1, 2005     

Bended Knee

When the confirmands kneel in the presence of God, they

are saying before all the world that God is above them and

they are beneath God. “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” 

Handshake

Loyalty to Christ, both in what a person believes and how a person lives, must be constant – even to death.  The confirmands give their right hand as they join the fellowship of the Christian Church in rejecting the devil and living as a disciple of Jesus.

Blessing             
The pastor lays his hand upon the head of the confirmand and speaks a blessing from God.  He then reads a Bible verse which serves as the confirmation verse.  The verse is intended to be a guide and encouragement throughout the life of each confirmand.

From:  Pastor William Schaefer, Blain, MN

