BETHANY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL CONFIRMATION SERVICE

May 19, 2002           10:30 A.M.

OPENING HYMN (Melody of hymn 562 – parents will walk in with their child)


We praise You heavenly Father,  For giving us Your Word,


It tells us of salvation,   The best news ever heard.


It points us to our Savior,   Who died to set us free


From sin and its dread bondage,   From Satan’s tyranny.


For Scripture’s truths we bless You;   Our confirmands confess You;


Their promises they give You.   We praise You for Your Word!


To You, O loving Savior,   Our hearts will ever sing.


We love you, dear Redeemer,   Our Prophet, Priest and King!


Accept our hands to labor,  Our lips to speak Your love,


So others who don’t know You   May reach Your home above.


For loving us we bless You;   Our confirmands confess You;


Their promises they give You.   We praise You for Your Love!


We thank You Holy Spirit,  We praise You for Your grace,


For blessing us in Baptism   For bringing us to faith.


You take our trust in Jesus  And make it stronger still.


You guide and sanctify us   And help us do Your will.


For grace unearned we bless You;   Our confirmands confess You;


Their promises they give You.  We praise You for Your Grace!

This Day of Confirmation   Our children come to You;


They’ll promise to be faithful,  They will promise to be true.


Let nothing take them from You,   Nor pluck them from Your hand.


Preserve them, Lord, and bring them   Into Your Promised Land.


For guiding them, we bless You;   Our confirmands confess You;


Their promises they give You.   Lord, keep them in Your care!  










      (Text:  Pastor Bauer 1995  Revised  2001)
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GOD’S WORD:  Deut. 31:6;   1 Samuel 12:24; 1Corinthians 1:8,9;   2 Corinthians 1:21,22

RESPONSE - Hymn 416: 1-3
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GOD’S WORD:  “Follow!”  Matt. 16: 24-26  

“Worship!”   Hebrews 10:19-25      “Crave!” 1 Peter 2:2,3  

“Continue!”   Col. 2:6-8

RESPONSE - Hymn 598

THE APOSTLES' CREED

THE CHOIR: “As a Little Child”  

HYMN - 508
THE PASTOR'S MESSAGE

THE OFFERTORY, OFFERING AND PRAYERS

THE RESPONSIVE READING between congregation and confirmands
Cong:  Young Christians, rejoice in the Lord always.

Class:   We shall rejoice, for in God there is lasting joy and happiness.

Cong:  It is our prayer that your love for Christ may abound more and more.

Class:  This is our prayer also, and ask that you encourage us in our faith.

Cong:  It is our prayer that you continue in the truths you have been taught.

Class:  Since we have come to know Jesus as our Savior, we will continue to learn of Him.

          Please set an example for us in studying the Word.

Cong:  Keep your roots deep in Christ and build your lives on Him.

Class:  We will, for we are not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto


 salvation to all who believe.

Cong:  Stand fast in the true faith and be strong in the Lord. 

Class:  With God’s help, we will remain faithful.  With Christ as our help, we can do all things.

Cong:  Know that our God will supply all your needs, according to his riches in Christ


 Jesus our Lord.  

Class:  We will always praise, serve and follow our living Lord and Savior.

CONFIRMATION PROMISES OF PARENTS, SPONSORS AND CONGREGATION

(  PROMISE OF THE PARENTS   (Parents, please stand)

Dear parents, today your children are being confirmed in the faith.  When you brought your children to baptism, the Holy Spirit washed away all of their sins and planted saving faith in their hearts.  These past years you have taught your children to love Jesus, not only by the things you have said, but also by the things you have done. But your responsibility is not over.  There is more wonderful work for you to do in their lives, especially during their upcoming high school and college years.

I therefore ask you:  Do you promise to continue to encourage your children to be faithful in the use of the Means of Grace, so they may grow in faith, serve God with a Christian life, and remain in God's grace to the end of their lives?  If so, then answer: YES, WITH THE HELP OF GOD.

(  PROMISE OF THE SPONSORS   (Sponsors, please stand)

Dear sponsors, confirmation is just the beginning of a lifelong study of Scripture and service to Christ.  I therefore ask you: Is it your sincere intent to continue to pray for your Godchildren, to remind them of their confirmation promises, and as much as possible, continue to give your counsel and help that they may continue to grow in the knowledge and fear of God and remain in God's grace to the end of their lives?  If you are willing to do this, answer: YES, WITH THE HELP OF God.

(  PROMISE OF THE CONGREGATION  (Congregation, please stand)
Dear members of Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church, today these young people are becoming communicant members of our congregation.  I therefore ask you: Is it your sincere intent to pray for them and encourage them in their faith?  Will you set a Christian example for these confirmands by using God’s Word daily in your lives, by worshipping regularly in this house of God, by making use of Bible study opportunities and by faithfully partaking of the Lord’s Supper?  If you are willing to do this, answer: YES, WITH THE HELP OF GOD.
THE CONFIRMATION VOWS and LAYING ON OF HANDS
THE CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS

THE COMMUNING OF CONFIRMANDS   (Congregation sings hymn 599)

THE CHOIR: “May the Lord Bless You”

CLOSING HYMN – 440     Confirmands: 1 and 2      All: Stanza 3 
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2 Samuel 22:29





PLEASE TAKE THE TIME to read through the paragraphs our confirmands have written.  These paragraphs are in the narthex, and they are statements of intent by these young Christians as to how and why they will continue in God’s Word after they are confirmed.  

OUR CONFIRMANDS will be forming a receiving line after the service.  As you greet them, perhaps you can share a thought from Scripture by way of encouragement and let them know that you will be praying for them.  

VISITORS!  We are honored to have you spend this worship hour with us.  We pray that your faith is strengthened and your joy increased as you hear the Word of God today.  We also hope you are encouraged in your faith as you witness our young people confess their faith in Jesus Christ.

We have friendship registers in our pews.  Please sign the register while the offering is being received.  You may also sign our guestbook in the narthex. We hope you will take the time to introduce yourself to us before you leave.  We are so happy you could be with us today!

Colossians 2:6-8  “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness." 
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2 Timothy 2:15





Our Lord and God, oh, bless this day  And hear us, we implore you;

None of your children turn away  Who now appear before you.

We come before your face  And pray: let your rich grace

Descend from heav'n above  In all your wondrous love,

And keep us by your Spirit.

