Puppetry Resources

Interested in using puppets in your children's ministry? Would you like help with Vacation Bible School or other outreach opportunities? Contact your friends at Hands 2 God/Hands 2 Grow Puppet Productions. They’ll be happy to help with advice or arranging a show or workshop.
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Puppetry Suppliers

Half of the fun of getting started in puppetry is putting together your equipment  -- staging, puppets, props and more! Two good places to start are your local thrift shops and the Internet. 

Before you start collecting and buying, it’s probably a good idea to have some idea of what you plan to perform. Start simple and move on from there. Lots of Christian bookstores have simple scripts that can be used or adapted for your team. Use short scripts at the beginning!  There are also a wealth of free scripts on the web.  

Once you have a little experience and you know where your puppet team is heading, you may want to purchase puppets or other equipment. Below is a listing of suppliers we have found helpful over the years.  

One Way Street, Inc. 
PO Box 5077
Englewood, CO 80155-5077
1-303-790-1188 

They offer a full range of products for puppetry, clowning, Gospel magic, and ventriloquism. They also sponsor regional conferences and an international convention that we have attended several times – great place to get ideas! Website available.

Puppet Productions
PO Box 1066
DeSoto, TX 75123-1066
1-214-709-7400 

Offer training seminars across the U.S. These folks are the ones who gave us our start. Wonderful looking puppets but a bit pricey if you are looking to buy lots. Also the mouths can be challenging for young puppeteers to work. (They do offer attractive sales monthly.) Website available.

Prince Puppets
4819 King Road
Allison Park, PA 15101
1-724-443-0932

Small operation but wonderful puppets and great hearts for ministry. Great variety of puppets at good prices. Highly recommended! 

Theatre House, Inc.
400 W. Third St.
PO Box 2090
Covington, KY 41012-2090
1-606-431-4922 

No puppets, but almost everything else you would ever need to stage performances of any kind. Get a catalog from these folks . . . it's worth it just for idea starters. Affordable, depending on how elaborate you want to make your production. 

Other Helpful Suppliers 

The further you delve into puppetry, the more you will get acquainted with your local hardware and craft stores, lumberyards, craft stores, and thrift shops. Walmart's craft department and other craft, art, or fabric stores are good places to look for the odds and ends you'll need.  Also don’t overlook spending some time on the Web – lots of info, plans, ideas there available free.

A Word about Finding Scripts
When it comes to material that your group will be presenting, be discerning. In the words of the Bible:  BE A BEREAN! The Bereans were singled out because they studied the Scriptures to make sure that what they were being taught was Biblical. Anyone who shares the Gospel . . . especially to children -- needs to make sure that what they are teaching is the pure Word of God. Don’t settle for anything less! We have found that it is often easier to write our own scripts than to use those put together by others. They are more authentic and teach just what you want to teach. Puppet team members love nothing better than presenting their own material. 

A Closing Comment
From our experience, puppeteers are wonderful folks.  If you have questions, ask.  You can’t do puppetry without a love for people.  If there is anyway we can be of service to you, contact us via our website at www.hands2grow.com or via e-mail at dpayne@fvlhs.org


