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 Teaching Sunday School  

A Wonderful Calling

By: Joel A. Nelson

Did you ever stop to think about how you became a Sunday school teacher?  Take a few moments to do this by checking any statements below that could apply to your situation.

I became a Sunday school teacher because…

_____   The pastor asked me and I couldn’t refuse because he’s...you know…the pastor.

_____   All I wanted was some additional information on the position and I got a schedule of 

lessons for the year, a copy of Franzmann’s Commentaries, and a key to the classroom.

_____   My great grandmother, grandmother, and mother all taught Sunday school, so who am I to 

buck tradition?  You know something?  They are all still teaching!

_____   The Chairman of the Board of Education got up after church and sighed this woeful 

announcement: “Unless two more teachers can be found for Sunday school this fall, we 

may have to drop the whole upper grade department and a 120 year tradition of feeding 

Christ’s lambs may have to cease.”

_____   My husband is the Sunday school superintendent for heaven’s sake.

_____   I just really wanted to teach and volunteered without being asked…really…no 

kidding…why are you looking at me that way?

_____   Our congregation has a system where members’ talents and spiritual gifts are evaluated 

and, on the basis of that, I was asked to help.
Though some are comical, the above reasons could be given for why people have become Sunday school teachers.  Certainly, some of the above “approaches” are more appropriate than others for getting people to help in the church, but all have no doubt been used a time or two.  No matter what the approach, good or not so good, for why you are a Sunday school teacher today, another statement could be made:
God wanted you to be a Sunday school teacher!

Yes, that is a 100% true statement.  At this point in your life and in the life of your congregation, God wants you to be a Sunday school teacher.  “How did this happen?” is not the important question.  God’s will is done, no matter what sinful humans do or don’t do.  God’s purpose is accomplished regardless of the recruitment technique used.  In the People’s Bible book of Genesis, past seminary professor, John Jeske, says it well, “God can overrule the intent of people and bend their deeds to serve his good purposes” (p. 247).  So, regarding your involvement in Sunday school, “How did it happen?” is not the key question.  The key question is really, “How is it possible?”  How is it possible for a sinful human being to be given the awesome privilege of teaching Sunday school?  A related question is, “How is it possible for a lay person, or a volunteer to be included in this awesome work?”
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Who’s a Minister?

· Using a King James Version of the Bible, write Matthew 20:26 in the space below.

· Now write Matthew 20:26 in the space below as it appears in the New International Version of the Bible.

· These two translations of Jesus teaching his disciples, communicate a synonymous concept.  What is it?  Fill in the spaces below and you’ll see (a clue has been given).

__  __  __  i  __  __  __  __  =  __  __  __  __  a  __  __

· If the above two words are synonymous, then the following concept must be synonymous, too.

Ministry  =  __  __  __  v  __  __  __

· What Jesus was trying to get his disciples to see is that a minister is a servant and ministry is service. How does Matthew 20:28 provide the ultimate example of this idea?

· React to the following statement and discuss how it applies to the minister/servant relationship.

A pastor is a minister, but not every minister is a pastor.


You Have a Personal Ministry

In his book, Church-Mission-Ministry, one of the People’s Bible Teachings volumes, Armin Schuetze makes the point that ministry in the church can be divided into two categories:  personal ministry and public ministry.  Personal ministry is what every believer in Jesus has been asked by God to do on their very own.  When Jesus issued the great commission, “Go and make disciples of all nations,” and when he commanded, “Preach the good news,” Schuetze says that Jesus, “was talking to his disciples, those who believed in him.  That includes not only the Twelve, but all who until the ‘end of the age’ would come to faith.  That includes you and me” (p. 88).

· Below, list several examples of “personal ministry” in which you and other Christians regularly engage.

· Explain how the following Scripture passages magnify this personal ministry idea?

1 Peter 2:9

Romans 12:6-8

Matthew 5:16


You Have a Public Ministry

Every Christian has a personal ministry.  Every child of God is to share Jesus with others.  That is a wonderful and humbling, privilege all by itself.  But did you know that you, by virtue of the fact that you are a Sunday school teacher, also have a vital public ministry?  You do.

Let’s look at it this way.  In a biblical sense, if ministry is the same as service, then it could be said that public ministry is the same as public service.  In the secular world, those who serve in a public office are serving on behalf of and for the benefit of those who have elected or appointed them.  The same is true of public ministry.  When people serve on behalf of and for the benefit of a congregation that asks, appoints, elects, or calls them to serve, they are doing so as public ministers of the church.  They are not functioning as an individual person, doing their own thing, but as representatives of the congregation that has, in Christ’s name, called them to serve.  Because of that, public ministry is sometimes called representative ministry.

public ministry = representative ministry

· Why then, can teaching Sunday school be called the “public ministry” as opposed to “personal ministry?”

· Though you are still an individual, as a Sunday school teacher how are you really a called representative?

· Who instituted the public ministry?  (See Mark 3:14 and Ephesians 4:10-11)

· The pastoral ministry is perhaps the most common form of public ministry.  How does Acts 6:3 demonstrate that this is not the only form of public ministry?

· If the pastor’s call could be labeled, “full time public ministry,” what might the Sunday school teacher’s, church council member’s, or choir director’s calls be labeled?

· See if you can complete the table below by inserting each phrase in it’s corresponding box.  The phrases are underneath the table.  One clue has been given.




- All Christians Have a Personal Ministry

- Full-time Offices of the Public Ministry

- Church Council Member

- Pastors in Parish Ministry

- Part-time Offices of the Public Ministry

- Teacher Ministry

- Some Christians Are Called for the Public Ministry

- Sunday School Teacher

- Pastors in Non-parish Ministries

- Staff Ministry

- Choir Director
Teaching Sunday School Is a Wonderful Calling

You have truly been called by God, through your congregation, to be a Sunday school teacher.  The scope of your call is different, however, from that of the pastor’s, or the Lutheran elementary school teacher’s, or the church council member’s (your duties are different, the time you are asked to serve is different, the specific group you serve is different, etc.)  But the call is no less important, no less divine, than any of the others.  

· What does Ephesians 4:12-13 say is to be the goal of everyone who has been called by God to serve? 

What a wonderful privilege to be called to serve the Lord, a Christian congregation, Christian families and their children.  What an exciting enterprise to join together with full-time and other part-time called servants in bringing the message of the gospel to others.
A Final Encouragement

Exodus 3:11 records Moses’ response to God when God called him to serve, when God called him to deliver the Israelites from bondage in Egypt.  You will recall that Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  This excuse was followed by others until God became angry with his reluctant servant.

Because of sin, people sometimes don’t feel like answering God’s call.  Because of sin, people can find all kinds of excuses for not doing what God has asked them to do.  Although you have been equipped by God for the task of teaching through your personal study of the Word, regular worship, teacher training sessions, etc., you will at times be tempted to think like Moses.  You will at times be tempted to offer excuses for why you no longer want to follow God’s public ministry call for you.

At such times, turn to the Word and sacraments for strength.  Your pastor, Sunday school superintendent, fellow teachers, and even the parents and children you work with can also be a source of wonderful encouragement, support, and love.  Use all of these resources to remind you of God’s power and grace, to remind you of how awesome it is to be a minister of Christ.  Think about how amazing it will be to be greeted on the Last Day by Jesus himself with the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

Yes, teaching Sunday school is a wonderful calling!  Enjoy it, get excited about it, and then do it with all the might the Holy Spirit provides you.

Closing Prayer

Dear heavenly Father, thank you so much for making me your child.  Thanks also for the ministries you have given me both personal and public.  Help me to carry out both with dedication, love, and enthusiasm.  As a Sunday school teacher, use me to awaken in the hearts of children and their families, a deep love and interest in serving you and sharing you.  In Jesus I pray.  Amen.
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