
Teen Devotion 

Year A – Advent 4  

Come, Lord Jesus 

 

One truth shared: God works through difficult circumstances as part of his greater plan and helps us see our role in his 

plans. 

 

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they 

came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and 

yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 

because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). When Joseph woke 

up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their 

marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.” 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Part of the Plan 

Alyssa was crushed. She had failed her first driving test. What would everyone think when they found out? The thought 

of having to do it all over again made her panic level rise inside. In Alyssa’s mind, the sky was falling. 

Joseph was crushed. He and Mary were pledged to be married, Suddenly, Joseph got the worst news of his life: Mary 

was pregnant, and he was not the father. In that moment in his head, the sky was falling. 

When dealing with disappointment, it’s hard to know how to respond. For Alyssa, failing the driving test threw a huge 

wrench into her plans. For Joseph, it looked like a big mess filled with major hurt and broken relationships. 

How did God respond to the mess? God sent an angel to visit Joseph. The angel assured Joseph that Mary’s pregnancy 

was the work of God and that the baby to be born was the long-promised Savior from sin—Immanuel—God with us! The 

angel told Joseph to not be afraid, but to take Mary home to be his wife. He and Mary were part of an incredible bigger 

plan that Joseph never could have imagined. All of a sudden, it all made sense.   

What amazing grace! What unfailing love! God used what looked like a mess of a situation as part of something bigger 

and better. God also used a sinful human being, Joseph, and showed him his important role in that plan. 

God‘s plans are still happening. Just like God worked through Joseph and that difficult situation, God continues to work 

through sinful human beings like you and through your difficult situations. 

How do you respond to difficult situations? Do you get angry and upset? It’s understandable, But next time, ask yourself 

this: how might God be working something better through your momentary pain or failure? How might God be calling 

you to trust him and to be a part of his plans?   

Whatever you might be experiencing, remember that Immanuel is with you. He forgives you when you struggle to trust 

him and his plans. And like he did for Joseph, God will give you strength and faith to see his loving hand at work and to 

play your part. 

 

Prayer: Immanuel, thank you for coming into our world to be with us and to save us. Help us trust you and your plan 

when we are experiencing difficult circumstances. As we face these struggles, fill us with your Holy Spirit, strengthen our 

faith, and use us to reach more souls with the good news of your love in Christ. Amen. 
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Starting the Discussion: This first section is intended to be light and easy, to engage and get the conversation going. 

Have a little fun with these questions. 

Have you ever been part of a team or group where you played a specific role (i.e., position on a sports team, role in a 

play or musical, job position, etc.)? What was it, and how did you do in your role? 

 

Connecting: This section serves as a bridge between the opening conversation and the body of the study/discussion. It 

should get the group thinking about the topic/text even before they’ve looked at it. 

• Think of two or three difficult circumstances you have experienced in life. What difficult experiences are you 

currently experiencing? 

 

• On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the best, rate yourself on how you typically respond to difficult 

circumstances in your life. Why did you rate yourself where you did? 

 

Digging In: Here we want to dig into some texts or the text for the day and see what Scripture says. The questions are 

meant to be open ended to give a beginning of a scriptural conversation. These are a guide for a spiritual and scriptural 

conversation.  

• In what ways is Joseph a model for all believers in these verses? 

 

• Many people, including believers, struggle to believe God’s Word and purposes, especially when we go through 

difficult circumstances. What’s the key to responding more like Joseph?  

 

• The angel tells Joseph that the baby to be born is the long-promised Savior—Immanuel. What would you be 

thinking and feeling if you were in Joseph’s shoes? How would the angel's words about the baby help Joseph 

through some likely difficult weeks ahead? 

 

• What are some of your current circumstances and difficulties? Take some time to consider ways that God might 

be wanting to use you through those for the benefit of his kingdom? 

 

Conclusion: Here we want to wrap up the discussion, perhaps circling back to the “connecting question” above. 

• How will this account help you handle your current difficult circumstances or the next ones that come along? 

 

• How will this account encourage you to better trust God? To better play your part in God’s great plan to save 

people? 

 


