
Teen Devotion 

Year A – Proper 12  

Define Christian 

 

One truth shared: Go “all in” on treasuring and loving Jesus and his gospel more than anything or anyone else. 

 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went 

and sold all he had and bought that field. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away 

and sold everything he had and bought it. 

Matthew 13:44-46 

 

A Priceless Treasure 

 

What make and model phone do you have? Is it the newest and best, or is it old and beat-up with a shattered screen? 

How many pairs of shoes/sandals/slides/crocs do you think you have? Which is your favorite pair? If you could be a 

fashion influencer on social media, what clothing brand would you love to have an endless supply to model? If you won 

the lottery, what’s the first thing you would buy? 

The old saying is that “money makes the world go round.” Well, ain’t that the truth! You’ve probably figured that out by 

now as a teen. The version of the phone you have, the kicks in your closet, the fabulous fits you wear, your decisions 

about college and career, your desire for things like a car, a home, and much more in the future—it all depends on and 

revolves around money.  

In our commercialized America, it’s so easy to get caught up in some kind of fictitious dream of what life should look 

life—“I need a four-bedroom, three-bath house on one acre of land with two cars and a boat and three smiley kids.”  

OH . . . “And I need to earn this many dollars in scholarships and pay this much (or little) for college and get a career that 

makes this much money so I can get all that.” 

Be careful! Satan wants to suck you into worldly thinking quicker than you can say mucho dinero. Too many teens worry 

way too much about scholarship and college costs. Too many teens make career choices based on how much money 

they might make some day. And too many people in general obsess about getting worldly treasures.  

But when your plans fall apart, or your job cuts your salary, or your car breaks down, or your phone is obsolete, or your 

shoes are out of style, or your house has rain damage from a leaky roof—Satan will only sit back and laugh that you put 

your heart and mind into so much worldly “stuff.” 

Instead, consider what is real treasure. Is it not knowing that your sin is washed away forever? Is it not knowing that you 

were dead to God but freely made alive in Christ? Is it not knowing that you have the glorious riches of heaven waiting 

for you to enjoy for all eternity? Worldly “stuff” disappears or breaks or loses value. None of it lasts. But in the gospel, 

the good news of Jesus Christ our Savior, we find and receive a treasure that will never spoil, perish, or fade.  

So when you have this gospel-treasure, go all in! Be like the man Jesus describes who found a treasure in a field and sold 

all he had to buy that field. Or be like the treasure hunter who found a pearl of great value and sold all he had to buy it. 

Jesus isn’t telling you to sell your cool phone or nice pair of shoes and get rid of all your stuff. No. Surely you can enjoy 

those blessings. Instead, Jesus is telling you to go “all in” on treasuring and loving him and his gospel more than anything 

or anyone else. After all, when you have Jesus and you have heaven guaranteed and waiting for you, what else could 

you possibly want or need! 



 

Prayer: Jesus, my priceless treasure, help me to have a heart that craves nothing more than to have you and your Word. 

I know you will graciously give me all I need and even countless blessings beyond my needs. I’m so thankful for my many 

blessings. But give me also a heart that is focused first on you, my treasure beyond worth and value. Amen. 
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Starting the Discussion: This first section is intended to be light and easy, to engage and get the conversation going. 

Have a little fun with these questions. 

If you suddenly received $10,000 as a gift or inheritance, what would you do with it and why? 

 

Connecting: This section serves as a bridge between the opening conversation and the body of the study/discussion. It 

should get the group thinking about the topic/text even before they’ve looked at it. 

• Being totally honest . . . if you think about all the stuff you have, what things in this life do you treasure the 

most? 

 

• Discuss why you think these things often become more important to us than God. 

 

Digging In: Here we want to dig into some texts or the text for the day and see what Scripture says. The questions are 

meant to be open ended to give a beginning of a scriptural conversation. These are a guide for a spiritual and scriptural 

conversation.  

• Jesus talks about money more than he talks about any other topic. Why do you think that is? 

 

• Explain how the kingdom of heaven is like a treasure. Explain how it’s like something someone suddenly finds.  

 

• Discuss how we can better balance loving the blessings God has given to us but loving God and his kingdom even 

more.   

 

Conclusion: Here we want to wrap up the discussion, perhaps circling back to the “connecting question” above. 

Describe the life of a Christian who truly treasures God and his Word. What does it look like? What does that 

Christian do? What does that Christian not do? 


