Teen Devotion

FOUNDATION

Year B — Pentecost
Resurrection Reality :]
One truth shared: The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are active in our lives today.

“When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—
he will testify about me.”
John 15:26

We Are Not Alone

Imagine your typical high school musical. You see the stage. You see the scenery. You hear the music playing. POOF! The
spotlight flips on, and there is the lead character. Despite a changing teen voice that occasionally falters, he does a
marvelous job in the opening scene. Then the curtain closes. A few moments later the curtain opens again, but this time
in a different scene. Another character takes the lead this time. She does an amazing job too! You see, both characters
are equally important, but at different times each has a different role to play—sometimes in the lead and sometimes in
support.

In a somewhat similar way, God has operated in this world in different phases or stages. The Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit have always been equal in power and authority. They are three equal persons in one true God. However, starting
with creation, it was God the Father who took more of the center stage as Maker and Preserver of this world. The Son and
the Spirit were certainly around and active, but they didn’t take the spotlight.

When Jesus was born, a new scene began. This time he took the lead as our substitute and Savior from sin. The Father
and the Spirit were certainly around and active, but they didn’t take the spotlight. Once Jesus ascended back to heaven,
the curtain closed on that scene as a new one was about to begin.

That new scene was the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came in a miraculous and marvelous way. He empowered
the disciples to be bold witnesses and more than 3,000 people came to faith and were baptized. From that point forward
and to the present, the Holy Spirit has had center stage. Now it is the Holy Spirit who is taking a more active role in the
life of the Church. The Father and the Son have been and still are certainly around and active, but they aren’t taking the
spotlight, so to speak.

This is what Jesus was promising and foretelling in John 15. He talked about the “Advocate” who would come to testify to
the truth. An advocate is someone who speaks on behalf of or helps someone else. The Holy Spirit is that Advocate. When
we share the good news of Jesus the Son of God, the Father sends the Spirit on his behalf. The Holy Spirit is the one who
works people’s hearts. The Holy Spirit is the one who brings people to faith and then strengthens faith. And, the Holy Spirit
is the one who fills us with courage and boldness to witness like those first disciples did.

It can be easy to feel alone at times and wonder, “Where is God?” Know that the Father is still our Maker and Preserver.
He’s not standing on the sidelines, but actively working to preserve and protect us. Know that the Son is still our Savior.
He’s not standing on the sidelines, but actively coming to us through the Gospel in Word and sacraments. Know that the
Spirit is still our Advocate and Guide. He’s not standing on the sidelines, but actively working in people’s hearts when the
Word and Sacraments are used. Praise be to God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—who actively works in our
lives!

Prayer: Holy Spirit, fill me with comfort knowing that you are always working and with me. Then fill me with courage to
be a bold witness to others confidence to know that you will work through my words. Amen.
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Starting the Discussion: This first section is intended to be light and easy, to engage and get the conversation going.
Have a little fun with these questions.

e Work together as a group to create a quick summary of what happened on the day of Pentecost.

e Describe what you might have been thinking and feeling if you were an average Jew experiencing that day of
Pentecost as it was happening.

Connecting: This section serves as a bridge between the opening conversation and the body of the study/discussion. It
should get the group thinking about the topic/text even before they’ve looked at it.

Why was the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost such a pivotal moment for the early Christian church?

Digging In: Here we want to dig into some texts or the text for the day and see what Scripture says. The questions are
meant to be open ended to give a beginning of a scriptural conversation. These are a guide for a spiritual and scriptural
conversation.

e Read John 15:26-27,16:4b-11. Identify things that the Holy Spirit does as a part of his work.
e Some have described the Holy Spirit as the “silent” member of the Trinity. Explain what that might mean.
o Agree/Disagree: The Holy Spirit gets enough credit and attention in our churches today. Explain your answer.

e Agree/Disagree: We should never pray to the Holy Spirit, we should only pray “in Jesus’ name.” Explain your
answer.

Conclusion: Here we want to wrap up the discussion, perhaps circling back to the “connecting question” above.

Discuss why regularly saying the Apostles’ Creed together is such an important and valuable practice for our faith.



