
Teen Devotion 

Year C – Proper 16 

Hard Truth 

 

One truth shared: When our spiritual narcissism entitled us only to be cast out from God’s presence forever, Jesus would be cast out 

so we would be brought in. 

 

Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.  Someone asked him, “Lord, are only  a 

few people going to be saved?” 

He said to them,  “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able 

to.  Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 

“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 

“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 

“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of 

God, but you yourselves thrown out. People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast 

in the kingdom of God.  Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” 

Hebrews 12:1-3 

The First Will Be Last; The Last Will Be First 

Steve is the owner of an incredibly popular Italian restaurant—a restaurant so popular you need to make reservations in July to get a 

table in December. On the days when his restaurant is incredibly busy, you won’t find Steve hiding in the back office; you’ll find him 

busing tables, mopping floors, and filling in wherever help is needed. One night—when Steve was greeting customers at the door—a 

group of six women walked in and demanded to be seated. Steve asked for the name on their reservation. The leader of this group 

says, “Oh, we didn’t make a reservation—but it’s okay. The owner is a personal friend of mine—and he said he always has one or 

two tables open for special guests like me.” She clearly didn’t know the owner. And Steve didn’t know her, either. What he did know 

was that this woman was trying to get into his restaurant on her terms—not his. She was trying to illegitimately bypass her need for 

a reservation and get in however she wanted. She, by virtue of who she was, felt entitled to a seat. 

We see that same attitude of entitlement in our story today. Some within Jesus’ audience felt entitled to God’s love because of how 

good a person they thought they were; others felt entitled to God’s heaven by virtue of their Jewish ancestry. But if it’s by virtue of 

who I am that gets me right with God, that inherently paves a broad highway to heaven. And so, with one sentence, Jesus 

demolishes that idea entirely. “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door.” That narrow door is Jesus.  

But entitlement seeks to engineer other doors into heaven. Entitlement points to our track record and says “See God? I’m such  a 

good person, I deserve to go to heaven!” Entitlement points to our background or upbringing, and says, “Because I’m this kind  of 

person, I deserve to be loved by God.” The Pharisees listening to Jesus certainly felt that way. They prided themselves on their 

Jewish lineage and they vigorous devotion to their man-made traditions. They didn’t feel they needed the kind of Savior Jesus came 

to be. So, you can imagine how offended they got when Jesus said they would stand outside the heavenly banquet pleading to be let 

in—while the outcasts of society—the foreigners, tax collectors, and prostitutes who clung to Christ in faith—were not only entering 

the kingdom of God ahead of the Pharisees but were given a seat “at the feast in the kingdom of God.”  

How this world determines who’s first and last isn’t how it’s done in the kingdom of God. God’s economy of grace defies our 

economies of entitlement—and the world isn’t the only one scandalized by the upside-down nature of God’s kingdom: we are, too. 

“Why wouldn’t I be first?” we say. “I try to go to church and read my Bible regularly. I volunteer. I work hard. I try to be a good 

person. Shouldn’t that count for something? I mean, sure, sin is bad. But there are people around me who are much worse. Why 

wouldn’t God love me for who I am?” But if you and I try to appeal to entitlement and point to who we are as our confidence to 

stand before God, then God would be entitled to respond just like Steve did to that woman trying to get in his restaurant on her 

terms. “I don’t know you.” 



But when our sins of spiritual narcissism entitled us only cast from God’s presence forever, Jesus stepped in. More accurately, Jesus 

would be cast out so we would be brought in. Jesus was headed to Jerusalem to endure hell on a cross. Not because he was 

‘entitled’ to that kind of death—but because we were. His love would move him to be rejected by God so we would be accepted. 

Jesus endured what we were entitled to in order to win us what we weren’t. Because of Christ and Christ alone, you and I are 

forgiven before God and restored to him; we, in Christ, are made members of God’s family and have heaven as our home. Jesus 

would become last to put us first. 

We can’t engineer other doorways into heaven. But we don’t have to. The only door is already wide open for the world! Through  

faith in Jesus alone—clothed with his righteousness, we will stand in joy beside him at the heavenly banquet! Rest assured that you 

have a seat at God’s table—because his blood has bought your seat. Your reservation is under the name of ‘Jesus’. 

 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank you for becoming last to put us first. Thank you for becoming a servant to save us. Thank you for winning 

us a spot in your heaven and a seat at your table. In your name we pray. Amen.   
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Hard Truth 

 

One truth shared: When our spiritual narcissism entitled us only to be cast out from God’s presence forever, Jesus would be cast out 

so we would be brought in. 

 

The First Will Be Last; The Last Will Be First 

Starting the Discussion: This first section is intended to be light and easy, to engage and get the conversation going. Have a little fun 

with these questions. 

• You’re about to play basketball with a group of your friends. You are one of the two captains. Who would you pick first? 

And why? 

 

• Think to yourself of the most popular person at your school. Without saying who you think it is, why did you pick them? 

What makes them—in your mind—the most popular? 

 

• Think to yourself of the least popular person at your school. Without saying who you think it is, why did you pick them? 

What makes them—in your mind—the least popular? 

 

Connecting: This section serves as a bridge between the opening conversation and the body of the study/discussion. It should get the 

group thinking about the topic/text even before they’ve looked at it. 

• When our world is picking who’s first or who’s best, what characteristics does our world typically look for? 

 

• How, in your words, would you define what it means to be/feel entitled? 

 

• How did the Jewish religious leaders in Jesus’ day flex their entitlement towards God? 

 

• Do people still try to flex entitlement towards God today? If so, how? 

 

  



Digging In: Here we want to dig into some texts or the text for the day and see what Scripture says. The questions are meant to be 

open ended to give a beginning of a scriptural conversation. These are a guide for a spiritual and scriptural conversation.  

• When do we feel God owes us something? Why do we feel God owes us something? 

 

• Jesus endured what we were entitled to in order to win us what we weren’t. Explain. 

 

• Jesus was cast out so we would be brought in. How was Jesus cast out? How are we brought in? 

 

Conclusion: Here we want to wrap up the discussion, perhaps circling back to the “connecting question” above. 

• God’s economy of grace defies our manmade economies of entitlement. How is that incredibly comforting? 

 

• How does Jesus becoming last to put us first give us confidence to stand before God—now and forever? 

 

• How does Jesus becoming last to put us first change the way we see both the popular and unpopular around us?  

 

• How does Jesus’ self-sacrificial love for us change the way we interact with others—regardless of their social standing? 

 


