
But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy 
in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them.”
Numbers 20:12

Trust

Moses had been through a lot. He had fled his comfy palace life in Egypt after he killed a man. He had a family 
and a comfortable life as a shepherd in the desert, but God took him out of that for a more difficult task. He had 
to lead the complaining Israelites and convince stubborn Pharaoh to let them go. This was going to be a monster 
task!

But God gave him the support and encouragement to get the job done. God never failed Moses in supplying 
all he needed. The Egyptians were defeated, the sea had parted, food and water had been supplied, they were 
going to be fine.

But Moses reached a tipping point. He was so frustrated with his situation that he didn’t obey God’s command. 
It should have been a simple task to speak to the rock and trust that water would be supplied.

But he didn’t trust in God this one time. Moses failed and it cost him.

We can’t imagine how he could miss everything God had supplied in the past. Certainly the future would be fine 
as well.

But sometimes it is all too easy to forget what God has done for us in the past. We forget how God has helped 
our family through a hard financial time or a severe illness. We forget how our own strength and effort have 
failed us, but God has lifted us up.

We do make terrible decisions as we place our trust in ourselves, rather than on God and his Word. It may 
seem that failures surround us wherever we go, but we have our powerful God on our side who does not make 
mistakes.

Our loving God shows us daily why we should continue to trust in him. His grace and mercy is evident as he 
does not condemn us, but has forgiven our sins. God will continue to pick us up from our failures because of the 
trust that Jesus had in the Father’s work. Jesus freely gave himself over to death for us. His trust in God gives us 
reason to trust in him, rather than in ourselves.

PRAYER: Lord, help us see more clearly that you work for our good daily. Move us to trust in you and 
not in our own weak flesh. Amen.


