But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things
and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
John 14:26

Who is the Holy Spirit?
1993 was a long time ago. Twenty-five years ago to be exact. That was the year in which I publicly confessed my
faith and was confirmed. My confirmation was a long time ago.
I sit with my kids as they grow up and are confirmed too, and I find myself learning it all over again. I forgot
some things over the years. I look back at my life recall those moments in high school and college when I
wandered away from my confirmation promises. I remember my sins and my failures. God’s grace means so
much more to me now. I sure do need it!
Sometimes I even wonder how I’m still a Christian at all. I’ve done things that aren’t things that Christians should
be doing. Science and reason pose challenges to my faith. Pressure from my peers and the lure of temptations
seem to constantly pull me away.
I wonder if you, dear teen, can relate. Your faith is constantly attacked by atheism, science, or just seemingly
good arguments. Your morality is constantly challenged by pressure from friends or the lure of sex, drugs, or
drink.
Are you going to make it as a Christian?
Yes, and Jesus tells us how. He makes an astounding promise to his disciples, that he’s going to send the the
Holy Spirit. This Holy Spirit would remind them of the things they once learned but would soon forget. This
Holy Spirit would teach them everything God wanted them to know. This Holy Spirit would convict them when
they sinned and forgive them when they turned back. This Holy Spirit would be with them and walk with them
through life. He would work to keep them in the faith until he finally would raise them from the dead on the
Last Day.
That, dear teen, is God’s promise to you. He promises this same Holy Spirit to you. He promises that this Holy
Spirit whom God gave you at your baptism will be with you all the time. He will teach you all things. He will
remind you of what Jesus has taught you up to this point. He will assure you of God’s forgiveness. He will keep
you in the faith and will finally raise you from the dead in the Last Day.
And so, twenty-five years from now you can look back at your life and marvel at how God has kept you in the
faith. He’ll do it. That’s his promise.
Lord Jesus, send me your Holy Spirit and keep me in this faith. Keep temptations far away from me.
Keep teaching me. Keep reminding me of your Word and promises. And so, Lord Jesus, keep me in the
faith. Do whatever it takes so that I remain your child until heaven. Amen.

