Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.
Matthew 6:19-21

Tough conversations about stuff
This morning as I scrolled through my Facebook memories, I caught a project from about a year ago. I was laying
some flooring in the first floor of our Texas home and also painting the exterior. I was trying to make that house
our home. But that was a year ago. Today, my family and I live in Milwaukee. Someone else is living in what used
to be our freshly painted, newly floored, clean and pristine house. We’re living in a house which meets our needs
well but needs some maintenance and work.
Things in this life are temporary and fleeting. We live in a house for a while, maybe even for a long time. But the
house wears out and needs to be updated and repaired. Or we move to a new house, maybe into a new city,
a new state, and a new school. Things in this life constantly fall apart. We buy a new pair of shoes, and in just
weeks they’re already creased and wearing out. Our favorite pair of jeans becomes thin and worn.
Everything in this life is temporary. Yet, these are the things that we chase. We’ve got to have the right shoes,
the right jeans, the right clothes. We want just the right house in just the right neighborhood where we drive
just the right car. We work extra hours to have a little extra spending money. Then it disappears and wears out.
It’s here today and tomorrow it’s gone.
That’s not even the most dangerous part. Jesus points it out to us: “Where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.” If our hearts treasure the stuff of this world—which can make life comfortable and enjoyable—then we
will go the way of our treasures. Away. Worn out. Tossed out and away from God.
That is why we must have this tough conversation. In some ways, it is none of my business what you do with
your money and what kinds of things you enjoy, especially if it isn’t forbidden by God. But I am concerned for
your heart and for your eternity. That’s why I have to warn you. If your treasure is your stuff, then you will go the
way of your treasures.
But when Jesus is your treasure, you have everything. You have forgiveness, life, and eternity. You have a Father
in heaven who loves to give all these things to those who seek first his kingdom and a Spirit who loves to dwell
in your heart to give you contentment and joy whatever the circumstances of your life. When you have Jesus,
you have everything. He isn’t ever going to go away. He won’t ever wear out or fade away. He will remain for
you and with you forever.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are everything to me. You are my life, my righteousness, my redemption. You
are my eternity. Help me to set my heart on you and treasure you above all things. Amen.

