Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save. When their spirit departs, they
return to the ground; on that very day their plans come to nothing. Blessed are those whose help is
the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God.
Psalm 146:3-5

Tough conversations about politics
Over the next month we are going to talk about things that are deeply personal. We’re going to look at
things that are highly controversial. Just a single post about any of the topics this month sets off a firestorm of
comments on both sides of the conversation.
These are topics about which it would often be easier to be silent. But God is not silent on them. So, we won’t
be silent either. This week, the topic is politics.
As we tackle it, let me ask a question: Why are we often troubled by what our leaders do? Why do we often
get so upset and sometimes even rebellious when we talk about our leaders? The answer is simple: We’re not
in control, and we want something else to happen. We don’t trust these leaders to do what is good for us.
Sometimes we actually think our leaders are out to harm us.
The psalmist puts his finger on the problem. We are looking to human beings to do for us what only God can
do. We’re looking to our human leaders to take care of our bodily needs, to give us a blessed life, to protect us,
and keep us safe. But that’s a job that only God can do.
Only God can save. Only God can provide. Only God can give the blessed life. Only God protects. God is the only
one who can do these things. And he does do these things. He does them through the leaders he has put in
authority.
So, trust your God. He is your help and hope. Even when our earthly leaders and rulers don’t seem to be doing
good for us, God is always doing good for us. Our God gives the blessed life.
Pray for your leaders. Pray that God would give them wisdom and lead them to do what is good for us. Pray
for their health and wellness. Pray for their families. Most of all, pray that they would turn to the Lord and be
Christian, godly rulers as they rule over us.

Prayer: Lord God, be with our leaders, our president, our representatives, and all who lead our
country. Give them health, wellness, and most of all wisdom. Lead them to rule over our country so
that we may live peaceful lives and so that more people might know you. Amen.

