Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider
how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.
Hebrews 10:23-25

The power of habit: Christ-centered community
These are the days when we are more connected and yet more disconnected at the same time. We are more
connected on our phones, more connected through social media. At the very same time, we are also quite
disconnected as we live life. We’re connected thumb-to-thumb but not face-to-face and not soul-to-soul.
That can be a dangerous thing. Social media can lead us to be fake with other people. We easily filter the way
life is really going. We can easily hide what is really going on with us. We can easily isolate ourselves from the
Christ-centered community that we so desperately need. The truth is: The lone wolf gets picked off. That’s who
the devil goes after because there is no one around to help when tempted.
God’s people need each other. We need other people in our lives. That is precisely why the writer wrote these
words to us. He knew that we needed a Christ-centered community around us.
On the one hand, we need each other to see the blind spots in our faith and the sins that hide in the corners of
our lives that we can’t see. We need other Christians to show us our sins. Even more than that, we need them to
show us Jesus’ forgiveness. We need a Christ-centered community around us to keep us close to our Savior.
On the other hand, other people need us just as deeply in their lives. They need us to lovingly show them the
blind spots of their faith, the sins that hide in the corners of their life. They need us to show them their sins
and even more than that to tell them that Jesus has forgiven it all! They need us to spur them on with gospel
encouragement!
You, dear Christian, need the family of believers, the community of Christ-followers, around you. In fact, they
are God’s gift to you to keep you close to Jesus until he returns. And in the very same way, you are God’s gift to
them to keep them close to Jesus.

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for blessing me with many wonderful friends. Be with my friends and
me. Help us to encourage each other to grow in your Word. Keep Christ as the center of our lives and
bring us closer to each other by bringing us closer to you. Amen.

