“Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as
possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under
the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having the
law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law),
so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all
things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel,
that I may share in its blessings. Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the
prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.
They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore, I
do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. No, I strike a blow to
my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for
the prize.”
1 Corinthians 9:19-27

The cause
A quick jab to the nose! A left hook to the temple! The enemy is gaining on you. His punches are coming one
right after another. After another left hook to your head, he finishes you off with an uppercut that sends you to
the ground. Staring at the mat beneath you, you wonder if you will ever be able to get back up again.
Have you ever felt this way? As if you are trapped in a boxing match and life is throwing punches at you, one
right after the other?
What about when it comes to telling others about Jesus? Our text for today shows us how the author, the
apostle Paul, tirelessly tells others about Jesus. Like Paul, our purpose here on earth is to share the gospel and
win souls for heaven. This is easier said than done. We get rejected, we feel we don’t have the words to say, we
don’t think we are getting through to anyone, and maybe even our own friends laugh in our faces. These are
the punches that come with sharing the gospel, and the truth is...we can’t win this match on our own.
We don’t have the strength to finish the fight. We are weak and sinful human beings. Because of the sin that
corrupts us to the core of our very being, we and all those we love deserve only eternal damnation. If we
ourselves are destined for death in hell, how then can we expect to win the souls of our fellow damned for
heaven? The dead cannot raise the dead. That friend you have that does not know Jesus, you will never be able
to convert him...on your own.
Jesus Christ, our mighty substitute, steps into the ring. He fights for you and me! He came to earth, lived the
perfect life we could not, died an innocent death on the cross in our place, and then raised to life so we too may
rise. As if that was not enough, he also promises to be with us as we tell others about his love. It is only with his
power that we, and many others, will receive the crown of eternal life in heaven.
Prayer: Dearest Jesus, I am weak. So often I do not take hold of the opportunities you give to me to
proclaim your Word. Fight for me, dear Savior. Be with me as I tell others about your amazing love.
Amen.

