In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
John 1:1-5

Light has come
I was sitting in a strange car in the middle of Buenos Aires when I heard these very words from St. John. A
friendly man was driving me to the airport. After some roundabout Spanish small talk, he told me that he too
was a Bible-believing Christian! He plugged a flash drive into his car’s stereo and together we listened to these
words, “En el principio ya existía el Verbo.” Translated, it is the opening of John 1:1: “In the beginning was the
Word.”
Studying Spanish in a foreign country helped me understand the power of words. My words could communicate
to a waiter that I’d like to order the pizza with extra cheese or help me navigate my way through the city in a
taxi. But when I consider that Jesus, God the Father, and the Holy Spirit created the world with a word from their
mouth, my words seem like nothing. I can use words to tell people what I want, but God used the words “Let
there be,” to create the world from nothing! And he saw that it was good; yes, it was very good.
God was happy with his perfect creation, but that perfection didn’t last long. The first sin plunged the world into
spiritual darkness. But God doesn’t settle for mediocrity, he demands perfection! I can’t do anything perfectly. I
snap at my siblings, throwing insults at them. I gossip. I blame. I complain. God hears every terrible word I say,
he even knows each sinful thought I think. Do you struggle controlling your words and thoughts too?
Our future would be bleak if God didn’t say anything after the first sin, but he did. God spoke to Adam and Eve
and promised them a Savior to bring light into the darkness. What gracious words!
Flash forward to Good Friday. The sky is dark as night in the middle of the afternoon. Jesus suffers on the cross
while the sin of all people of all times hangs on his shoulders. This gruesome death in the pitch dark brought us
life. There in the dark, Jesus, true God, spoke, “It is finished.” What powerful words!
After three days Jesus rose from the dead! He burst out of the tomb after conquering the darkness. Death has
lost its power. Death doesn’t lead to eternal darkness and terror. Jesus promises us victory over death and eternal
life in heaven. He is the light! He is the life! Yes, he is our light and our life.
Prayer: Dear God, your words are powerful. Your words created this world. The Word made flesh,
Jesus, saved me from sin and death. The Word came to scatter the darkness. You have brought us
light! Now, help us be lights to others so that they can also be with us in heaven! Amen.

