
The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her 
stand before the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In 
the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” … [Jesus] said to them, 
“Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down 
and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones 
first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked 
her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do 
I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
John 8:1-11

Judge not

Perhaps the most popular passage in our culture today is “Judge not!” (Matthew 7:1). Many pervert what Jesus 
is saying here. Some believe that Jesus doesn’t want us to ever point out anything someone does that is wrong. 
Of course, this isn’t true.

To save the world, Jesus had to point out sin. Jesus had to judge all hearts, whether they were sorrowful over sin 
and trusted in him or not. Jesus was all about saving, and he wants us to be too, just like him. He wants us to 
point out sin, first in ourselves, and then in others, not to stone them to hell, but to save them by the gospel.

A perfect example of how to judge someone to save them is John 8:1-11. Jesus encounters a woman who 
is clearly guilty of adultery, aa sin punished by death. Does Jesus condemn her? No, Jesus offers her “no 
condemnation,” telling her to leave her life of sin.

Like Jesus, do the same. Start first with yourself. See your sin. Then hear the most beautiful judgment ever 
declared, “Not guilty!” in Jesus. What a beautiful message to share with your friends whether straight or gay. To 
you and all your forgiven friends Jesus encourages, “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us to remember that on all issues of sin, your Scriptures were written not to 
condemn but to save people. As surely as you have saved us by your Word of truth and grace, help us 
share your Word with others in all truth and grace. Amen.

This devotion is part five of five devotions on the topic of LGBTQ. Be sure to search out the previous devotions 
for more insight from God’s Word on how to address this issue.


