
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of service, 
but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same 
God at work. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good… All these 
are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 11

Every service matters

“I just want to find a good job someday—you know, doing something that matters and is meaningful.”

It seems to be the elusive dream of every teen. Get into a good college or trades program. Find a job that is influential 
and important. Do something that really makes a difference. After all, who wants to be a low-class person doing low-
class work?

The apostle Paul challenges you to think differently today. There is no such thing as doing more important work 
than others. There is no such thing as being gift-devoid or ability bankrupt, as if everyone else has some special gift 
(academics, athletics, personality, etc.) but you have nothing. Whether in the world or in the church, all work and all 
workers are equal. Why is this? 

Because it is the same Holy Spirit who distributes gifts to each person. It is the same God who works in and through 
each person.

So yes, some people may function as leaders in the world or in the church. Some people may have higher profile jobs 
that get more attention than others. Some people may make more money than others. But what of it? Different does 
not mean better. Each person has gifts from God and so is an instrument of God with those gifts. 

Think of the bread you eat in your home. Some farmer raised and harvested the crops. Someone bought the product. 
Workers in a factory processed and produced and packaged bread. Truck drivers delivered it. Stock boys (or girls) put 
it on the shelves. Someone rang up the groceries. And someone in your family purchased it with money earned from 
their job. Each had a different set of skills used in a different vocation (life-calling), but God used each to provide for 
you and many others.

Think of a Sunday morning. The pastor often gets the limelight and attention. But what if no one replaced the 
lightbulbs, turned the lights and AV on, or even paid the light bill for that matter? What if no one greeted you, gave 
you a service folder, collected and counted the offering? What if no one played an instrument or led the congregation 
in singing? Or, God forbid, what if no one made coffee or had snacks available?

This is precisely what Paul is teaching. There are many gifts and many kinds of service. Each is valuable and 
important—both inside and outside the church. You have been given gifts and abilities by God. So friend—get to 
work! And trust that your service is important and valuable to God and to others. Why? Because God himself is 
working through you!

Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to see the gifts that you have given, to make wise use of them, to be grateful 
for the opportunities to serve you and others. Amen. 


