CTRANSFORMED

DEVOTIONS CONNECTING TEENS TO CHRIST

Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. Now if the foot should say, “Because | am not a
hand, | do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear
should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being
part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every
one of them, just as he wanted them to be.

1 Corinthians 12:14-18

We are many

Ever have that one little pain that drives your whole-body crazy? A sprained ankle leads to limping and possible back
and hip pain, as well as sore hands and shoulders from using crutches. Waking up with a knot in your neck muscles
leads to impaired mobility and subpar functionality throughout the day. A severe headache might cloud your thinking
and sideline you for the whole day.

Of course, the more severe the impairment, the more difficult it is for the body. Those without use of limbs (either by
birth, accident, or otherwise), have a great deal of work to do to compensate. Those without senses have to figure
out certain ways to navigate this world without being able to see, hear, or speak.

You see, God designed the body in such a way that every part has a function. Every part is important. And, every part
is meant to work together in unison as one fully functioning body.

The same is true for God's church on earth. You are not less important if you are not a pastor. You are not useless if
you are female and not male (or vice versa). You are not a waste of the church’s time because you are young.

As we said a few weeks ago, every service and every servant matters. The apostle Paul tells us again here that every
part belongs because, “God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.”

Maybe you are part of the tech team on Sunday morning. Maybe you are an usher. Maybe you help with VBS. Maybe
you sing or play an instrument, or help canvass and pass out fliers, or simply offer whatever best offering you are
able. God has given you the abilities to function as that “part” of the body of Christ and your work matters to the
functionality of the whole body of believers in the church.

Think carefully about what you enjoy doing—activities, hobbies, work. These are likely things that involve the unique
gifts and abilities God has given you. How can you use those to serve your Savior and serve your neighbor? It doesn’t
have to be big! Maybe you will be a mouth that witnesses. Maybe you will be hands that serve. Maybe you will be
ears to listen and a shoulder to cry on. But whatever you do, know this—your part matters to the body of Christ!

Prayer: Heavenly Father, in addition to the many gifts you shower me with daily, you also have given
me unique gifts and abilities to serve you and others. Help me to use these gifts as a part of the body of
Christ. Amen.



