“Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
Matthew 13:9

A notification to notice
“Ding!” On average people receive 63.5 cell phone notifications per day. That’s a lot of noise! Add to this
barrage of buzzes the photos and news that flash before our eyes. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by all the noise
competing for our attention.
You often see people instinctively jump for their phone as soon as it beeps. Yet rarely is it a matter of true
importance. Often, it’s the picture from a friend’s vacation. Sometimes, it’s a sad news story that causes you to
worry.
What are constantly connected people to do with all the noise? It can begin to feel like too much, and you
figuratively plug your ears to tune it all out. Don’t let the sound of God’s Word get silenced, too.
To those living in a world of nonstop noise, Jesus speaks. He begs us not to turn off the notification of his Word
when he says, “Whoever has ears, let them hear.” In his Word, Jesus lets your eyes see the story of his
unexpected, undeserved, and unending love for you. In his Word, Christ fills your ears with the sounds of his
certain promises given to you.
“Blessed are your eyes because they see” that your guilt has been cancelled on Christ’s cross! “Blessed are your
ears because they hear” that your shame has been buried in your baptism! (Matthew 13:16)
The annoying noise of the world weighs us down and burdens us. The sweet sound of God’s Word does the
opposite. This is how God works. In the songs and hymns you sing, Jesus lifts you up with joy. Through your
pastor’s sermon, the Holy Spirit gives you courage. When you share an encouraging verse with a friend, God
heals their hurt. Through his Word, God works faith in our hearts.
May God plant his Word in your heart and in your mind as you open your ears to hear it.

Prayer: Dear Jesus, forgive us for the time we have neglected to open our ears to hear your Word. We
praise you for filling our ears with the good news of your forgiveness. We thank you comforting our
minds with the promises of your peace. Grant us confidence to share your Word with our friends and
family. Amen.

