This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth.
1 Timothy 2:3-4

The gospel comes first
Was your preferred candidate elected as president earlier this month? Is your political party of choice in control
in our country? Do you think our country is doing fine, or do you think there is massive need for change and
improvement? Do you want to be active in political thought and discussion? Do you want to be an advocate for
change? Or are just not interested and want to go back to your latest TikTok marathon session?!
What is a Christian to think or do with politics and government today? What should be my greatest concern?
This whole month we’ve had devotions that have refocused our hearts and minds to be in line with what God
says in his Word regarding these topics. However, as we work with God’s strength to honor and respect those
whom God has established as our leaders, there is much freedom that we have in our political choices and
beliefs. Thanks be to God that we can have differing viewpoints and philosophies and still be brothers and sisters
in Christ! That said, there is a non-negotiable for life in this world and under any government. That would be
this—the gospel always takes priority.
The joy of our Christian faith is that the gospel—the good news of Jesus Christ—is what took priority in the
heart of our God. In his grace and goodness, he revealed his own good news to us—that he does in fact want
all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. What amazing love, that God would desire first
and foremost that sinners be forgiven, saved, and join him in life everlasting!
In the same, the love of Christ compels us to make the gospel a priority as well. You may think this or that about
Republicans or Democrats, you may desire this or that as a reform in our country, and you may want him or her
to be the next leader of your community or our country. Yet while we may lovingly and respectfully disagree on
some of these points, we can all be in complete unity in our desire for other people to hear the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Governments and leaders come and go, but the soul is an eternal matter. How important it is for us to
urgently seek the salvation of souls through faith in Jesus Christ!
Dear Christian, watch your life, your heart, and your words carefully. Satan would divide us by frustration, anger,
and hatred. And if he can divide us from each other in our country enough, he hopes to perhaps divide and
separate us also from our God. Don’t let the things of this life and our country distract you from the greatest
goal and good—the salvation of souls. As Christ has put us first when he came to save us, so we can put our
neighbor first. In our lives, our hearts, and our words, let’s look for ways to let the gospel ring out clearly so that
others may be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, as we live under a government which you have established, help us to make it a
priority to share the salvation which you have won. Give us hearts that earnestly seek to share gospel
with others, that they too may be saved and join us in life everlasting. Amen.

