
A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.
Proverbs 17:17

Serving Christ boldly . . . by being a good friend

I was told by someone early in life, “A friend in need is a friend indeed.” At the time, I shook my head at this 
pearl of wisdom, but didn’t truly understand what it meant. As I grew older, the beauty of this saying began to 
mean a whole lot more. I’m guessing that as a Christian young person you already know that lesson well—there 
are few things in life more valuable than true friendship.

The opposite is also true. Fair-weather friends make life a struggle. We all fall prey to this, picking and choosing 
when to let those closest to us become an object of our affection and aid, and when we’re just going to let 
them sink or swim by themselves. This failure is what makes the short Proverb before us such a needed reminder 
today and always, “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.”

We really can’t read that verse without thinking about Jesus, can we?! The hymn What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus reminds us, “Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care? Precious Savior, still our 
refuge—Take it to the Lord in prayer. Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer. In his 
arms he’ll take and shield you; You will find a solace there.” (CW 411:3) In any and every situation in life, Christ 
helps. He heals. He saves. We serve Christ boldly by not only cherishing this timeless truth. We serve Christ boldly 
in the way we act like a true friend at all times, even at a time of adversity.

Prayer: Almighty God, friends are a blessing from you. While I constantly fail in life and don’t always 
imitate your love for me, please help me in life to be a friend to those around me and someone who 
others feel they can come to for help. Guide me to build up and not tear down. All to give you glory. 
All for your Son’s sake. Amen.


