CTRANSFORMED

DEVOTIONS CONNECTING TEENS TO CHRIST

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
And he will be our peace.
Micah 5:2,5

The place

Were you born in a special place? | was born in a doctor’s office. My mother didn’t even make it to the hospital.
It was some small town in Arizona that no one’s ever heard of. You have to really zoom in to find it on a map

app.

If you were to choose the place where the Savior of the world was going to be born, do you think it would be
some small place? Some town that's hard to find on a map? Yet, that's exactly what God did!

About 500 years before Jesus was born, God promised to bring the Savior from the town of Bethlehem, a small,
insignificant dot on the map. What does that tell us about our God? It tells us that he can bring great blessings
from the most unlikely of places. God likes to use the poor, the simple, and the weak things in life in order to
show his power.

The Savior of the world would not be born in a great and powerful city, but in a small town. Insignificant
shepherds would be the first to hear of God’s love born in the Christ child. It doesn’t matter who you are and
where you come from, you see a Savior who relates to and loves you.

If you go to church because you feel at peace with God, but lose it once you leave, you forgot to take something
home with you ... Jesus! This Christmas, Bethlehem is the most peaceful place on earth to be because the babe
of Bethlehem will be our peace. He's your PEACE!!

Prayer: Gracious Savior, you came from nothing to save us from the insignificance of this world. Your
love and sacrifice prove that your greatest gifts—forgiveness and eternal peace—come from an unlikely
place, a Savior born and laid in Bethlehem’s manger. All this for me. Amen.



