CTRANSFORMED

DEVOTIONS CONNECTING TEENS TO CHRIST

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; |
will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!"”
Matthew 25:21

God'’s good gifts

Have you ever received a compliment from someone you admire? A parent gave you loving personal advice that
helped you greatly. A coach congratulated you on a great performance and inspired you to keep playing well. A
teacher took notice of your work ethic and motivated you to continue your efforts. A friend knew just the right
thing to say.

What did you do to receive that compliment? Likely, you utilized some talent or ability that you have. Did you
know that God’s Word says that, to everyone who believes in God, he gives spiritual gifts or special abilities! (See
1 Corinthians 12:7 and 1 Peter 4:10.)

On top of the forgiveness and goodness that Jesus richly pours into our hearts and lives, in addition to taking
away your sins and taking all your troubles on himself because he cares for you, God blesses you with abilities.
As a cherry on top of the joy, peace, hope, faith, and love that God serves to you in your Baptism, God gives you
even more gifts, which are the very talents you have!

The gifts God gives are varied. God gives his gifts to people in varied amounts, too. But rest assured, God gives
to you! Some have artistic abilities to create in awe-inspiring ways. Other people are leaders who motivate
groups to get things done. Musicians skillfully use their voices or instruments. Others have the unique ability

to encourage with just the right word at the right time. Those with the gift of hospitality make strangers

feel like friends. Some have the ability to write clearly, give generously, serve faithfully, think deeply, or care
compassionately. The list could go on and on!

Whatever your gifts may be, understand this about your gifts: your gifts are not from you or for you! First, they
are from God. Your talents are not something that are from you, your hard work, or that you developed on your
own. Rather, God is the giver of every good gift, including your abilities! Second, knowing that our gifts are from
God we better know how we are to use them. Our gifts are for serving those around you. The reason God gives
his good gifts to us is so that our neighbors will be served, and through our service to others we give glory and
praise to God!

To those who use their gifts faithfully, God says, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”

What an unforgettable compliment!

Dear God, thank you for the gifts that you give us on top of the gift of your grace! Thank you for
blessing us with talents and abilities. Forgive us for using these gifts selfishly to serve ourselves. By
your Spirit, help us to use all the gifts you’ve given us to give glory to you. Amen.



