
On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will 
remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. The Lord has spoken. In that day they will say, 
“Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the Lord, we trusted in him; let us 
rejoice and be glad in his salvation.
Isaiah 25:7-9

Death swallowed

Nine thousand, six hundred seventy-two. According to one study in Great Britain, that’s how many ailments and 
injuries the average person can expect during a lifetime.

The study even broke down the numbers according to ailment. The average person can expect approximately 
860 headaches, 780 sore backs, 470 upset stomachs, 230 paper cuts, 150 blisters, 78 nose bleeds, 3 hospital 
stays, and 2 surgeries in a 78-year lifetime. And that’s just the average person!

Is it any wonder why death is always on the back of our minds? 

Our hurting bodies constantly remind us that something is wrong. Our fluctuating health constantly teaches us 
that death lingers near. Our grieving hearts verify for us death’s daunting power. Death is, as the prophet Isaiah 
called it, the sheet that covers all people.

But death doesn’t have the final say on the matter of life. The Lord has spoken too about the end of death! 
Death isn’t the most powerful voice in the back of our minds or in the middle of the cemetery. Resurrected life 
is!

Long before Jesus’ body was placed in the tomb, Isaiah foretold the outcome. Death would be swallowed up in 
victory!

Long before you cry your last tear in the midst of death, Jesus’ resurrection has assured you of the outcome. He 
will wipe every tear away!

Long before you have your last paper cut, blister, nosebleed, surgery, or taken your last breath, you know who 
made the outcome of eternal life and victory possible. Surely this is our God! Let us rejoice and be glad in him!

Prayer: Jesus, when I grieve, comfort me. When I’m sick, provide healing and peace. When I’m afraid of 
death, assure me that you have swallowed it up in victory. Amen.


